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   CHURCH STAFF 
 

   Rev.  Mike Pennell,  Directing Pastor            
   Office:  496-2338 Home: 496-3258   
   Web:  www.shermanumc.org 
   E-Mail: mpennell@gcctv.com     
   
   Shirley Hopkins , Administrative Assistant 
   Church Phone:  496-2338 
   FAX:  496-2631 
   E-Mail:  shermanumc@gcctv.com  
 

   Danny Motta.  Dir. Youth & Contemporary Music 
   Phone: 496-2570 
   E-mail: mottafamily@casscomm.com 
 

   Melanie Pinter,  Director of Music 
   Email: grmekor78@gmail.com     
     
   Carmen Arnberger, SUM Director 
   Kidsô Place /Camp Sonshine     
   E-mail: carnbergerdirector@yahoo.com  
 

   Heather Hofferkamp,  Director Preschool      
  

   Mike Folder , Custodian  
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Sherman United  

Methodist Church 

Presentsé 
 

      Famous 

Fried Chicken  

Dinner 
Saturday, April 17, 2010  

4:00 -7:00 pm  
Adults $8.00    Children (under 12) $4.00  

 
MENU: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,  

Green Beans, Cole Slaw, Rolls, Drink & Dessert  
 

 

 
 

Location: 2336 East Andrew Rd in Sherman  

Proceeds: Kumler Ministry  and Other Missions 
 

Worship: Sunday 8:15 & 10:45 am 

Sunday school: 9:30 am 
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Weõre on the Web 

www.shermanumc.org  

«title» «First Name» «Last Name»  

«In Care of» 

«Address» 

«City», «State/Province»  «ZIP/Postal Code» 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS Holy Week Services 
   

 

 Maundy Thursday - April 1 ï 7:00 p.m. 
                        The New Commandment of Jesus.                            

                     Open Communion.   

                                     The last hours. 
 

                     Time Change For Easter 
 

        Christ is Risen! ï Easter Services - April 4  
 

                       7:00 Sunrise service led by the                                                

       Jr. & Senior High Youth                                   

                 8:00 a.m. Breakfast served 
 

                       9:30 a.m. Easter Celebration 
 

Special music by the Chancel Choir  

Easter Message by             

                                 Pastor Mike 
                 Both Services in Family Life Center 



  

 

                                                       

        FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 CHURCH CONFERENCE SET  

APRIL 25, 2 PM 

        BUILDING PROJECT PROPOSAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT  

 The Long Range Planning Team has been working            

for some time now assessing the facilities and program                  

ministries of SUMC in order to enhance our mission to            

make disciples of Jesus Christ.  They have done research,            

met with ministry teams and engaged in lively conversation          

to envision the future options for SUMC to grow in effective 

ministry to new and future residents of the Sherman                 

Community. 

 Recently, the Long Range Team submitted its                 

recommendations to the Administrative Council and then     

again before a congregational meeting in February.  After            

the latter meeting, the Administrative Council voted to call            

a Church Conference to vote on the next step.   

 In line with the process defined by The United           

Methodist Book of Discipline the next step would be to              

establish a building committee to obtain preliminary plans         

and cost estimates for a building project. 

 Therefore, a Church Conference has been                

scheduled for Sunday, April 25 @ 2:00 p.m.  Rev. Jerry 

King, Superintendent of the Sangamon River District,           

Illinois Great Rivers Conference will preside. 

 All full members of SUMC are eligible to participate 

and vote in a church conference.  I encourage every member        

to attend in order to gain clarity about the building proposal 

and why the leaders of SUMC believe this is an important        

project to be considered at this time. 

BACKGROUND  

  The Long Range study reports that SUMC has             

been operating near and at times, slightly above its building                  

capacity for several years. In order to accommodate the             

potential for new growth over the next 15-20 years the Long 

Range Team has identified the need to increase the seating                

capacity for worship, add more classroom space for Sunday 

School and weekday ministry programs, increase the size of  

the nursery, upgrade the kitchen, add parking and storage  

space and other areas connected with these.  Overall the            

report envisions both the construction of new space and              

remodeling of existing space. 

 The Church Conference on April 25 will not be to         

decide on the entire scope of the building program.  Rather             

it will be to decide officially whether or not to start down            

this path by establishing a building committee.   

  

 If approved the building committee will obtain                

preliminary drawings and cost estimates for a building project 

to include a new sanctuary and how the current building could 

be adapted and remodeled. Once received a second Church 

Conference would be called to authorize complete plans and 

cost bids and a third Church Conference to actually vote on 

breaking ground.  Plans must also be approved by the District 

Committee on Church location and Building.  A capital plan 

must also be developed to raise the necessary funding to pay 

for the project. 

 The full text of the Long Range Team report providing 

copious background documentation is available for review.  

You may check out a copy through the Administrative                 

Assistantôs Office (Sam). 

 The congregation of Sherman UMC has always been 

faithful to the Great Commission to ñmake disciplesò and 

teaching them all that Jesus commanded.  If we continue to 

seek Godôs guidance and wisdom, listening to one another, 

praying, and caring for one another together, the right decision 

will be made in the end. 

Grace and Peace in Jesus Christ, 

Pastor Mike 

 

Maundy Thursday ï April 1 7:00 p.m. 

 The word ñMaundyò is from the Latin word 

ñmandatumò which means command.  The gospel of John re-

cords that Jesus washed the feet of his disciples during the last 

meal he shared with them before his arrest and eventual cruci-

fixion.   

 Afterwards he said:  ñI give you a new commandment 

(mandatum) that you love one another.  Just as I loved you, you 

also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.ò                     

ïJohn 13:34-35 

 On Maundy Thursday we will remember this                

commandment of our Savior and the last hours of his life in the 

flesh.  We will have open communion followed by a Tenebrae 

service of lights. 
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LESSIE BATES DAVIS 

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
 

                     WISH LIST 
 

                   Toothbrushes 

                     Toothpaste 

                 Disposable razors 
 

We will collect at our regular  

UMW meeting on Monday 

April 5, 2010 
 

We will take the items to the 

LBDNH at the 

Spring District Meeting in 

Argenta on April 10th. 
 

 We invite you to attend!!!!! 

   Car Pool available !!!!! 

 YOUR CHANCE TO HELP CHRISTIANS IN THE HOLY LANDS  
APRIL 11 & 18  

 

If anyone rode into Bethlehem today, they would find room at the inn.  Thatôs a problem for the 

Christians living there, who make their living selling religious olive-wood carvings to tourists.  

At least they used to.  This centuries old tradition is in jeopardy.  Handcrafts have gone unsold 

because of the turmoil.  The unemployment rate in Bethlehem hovers around 65%.  So the 

Christians there decided to bring a little Bethlehem to the United States in hopes of helping their 

community hang on until peace returns. 
 

           Now you have an easy way to help.  Representatives of these families are coming to our district. 
 

They will be hosted at Laurel UMC (8:00-12:30) and Chatham United Methodist Church (9:30 ï 1:00) on April 11.                    

They will be at First United Methodist Church in Decatur on the next Sunday, April 18, from 9:00-2:00 p.m.    
 

Please invite your church members to visit one of these churches before or after your worship on one of those days.                   

They will have a chance to hear what life is like for Christians in Bethlehem.  There will also be a big display of 

items that can be purchased.  Items for sale will include nativity sets, statues of Jesus, biblical scenes, crosses,          

wall hangings, etc.  Invite your church members to think about birthdays coming up, or do their Christmas               

shopping now.  It could be an easy way for us all to help the Christians in Bethlehem and have some 

prized works of art. 
 

On the 18th, lunch will be provided in the Fellowship Hall of First UMC of Decatur from 11:00 ï 2:00.                      

All donations given for lunch will go to help the Bethlehem Bible College, which is training pastors 

and church workers in Bethlehem to ensure that the Christian presence in the Holy Lands is not lost. 
 
 

Plan a ñroad tripò for a number of members following Church services on April 11 or 18. 
 

Fun, fellowship and gifts for family and friends.   And making a difference.  Priceless! 

Requests from  
CUNNINGHAM CHILDRENôS HOME 

 
 

RAYOVAC BATTERIES (Rechargeable) AA or AAA 
(CAN BE FOUND AT WAL MART) 

 

 GIFT CARDS FROM:   WAL MART 
    SUBWAY 

  McDONALDS 
 

Also, the new ñBox tops for Educationò 
(Blue line, pink, top says for EDUCATION) 

 

Cunningham can receive cash for box tops 
 

Will collect at our regular UMW meeting on  
Monday April 5, 2010  

 

We will take the batteries, gift cards, & box tops  
to the ñSpring District Meeting in Argentaò on April 

10, 2010. 
 

We invite you to attend! 
Car pool available! 



 

 

Greetings to all in Christ! 

 

 

The Talent Show was a huge success!  Many, many thanks to 

everyone involved!  And special thanks to Karen Motta, 

Randy, Deb and Meg Forren, Mary and the Cockrells, Deanna 

Mool, the Caspar family, Dale, Ash and Jacob Taylor and 

Scotty Henrikson.  You all know what you did and how hard 

you worked!  Thanks to the blessing of the Lord and your 

hard work and all the great folks who bought tickets, this 

yearôs Talent Show raised more for the Mission Trip than any 

other fundraiser we have ever attempted! 

 

Attention all Mission Trip team members!  Our 3rd mandatory 

Prep Meeting will be Sunday April 25th at 5pm in the youth 

room.  I need everyoneôs Individual Application filled out 

completely and turned in by this meeting.  Everyoneôs second 

payment of $75 will be due by this meeting as well.  Many of 

you are doing really well, but please continue to work hard 

collecting your sponsorships and turn them in as you get 

them.   

 

The Spring Chicken Dinner will be Saturday the 17th!  Letôs 

be ready to turn out in force and work hard as usual.  You 

guys really did a magnificent job last fall.  Letôs do it again!  

We will also being pulling together a couple more fundraisers 

this month.  Please keep your ears open and be ready to help 

as much as you can! 

 

Thereôs a small change in Band and drama rehearsal times.  

Band will continue to rehearse at 5:15pm on 1st and 3rd           

Sundays, but we will only hold special drama rehearsals for 

the time being, not on the 2nd and 4th Sundays as it has been.  

Remember, the Youth Band and Drama teams are open to 

anyone who would like to participate, but you need to be 

committed to coming to practice if you want to join. 

 

Please remember:  in addition to the Youth L.Y.N.K. and the 

newsletter, please watch the Youth tab on the church website: 

shermanumc.org and the Youth Face Book wall to keep up to 

speed on whatôs going on in the youth group (if you need an 

invite, just ask).   

 

In His service, 

Danny Motta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Important Youth Activities  
and Dates:  

 
 

           April 4:    Easter Sunrise Service 

 April 17:    Spring Chicken Dinner! 

 April 25:    3rd Mission Trip Prep Meeting 

 

 

   

         Youth Moto:  ñto help as many Jr. and Sr. High 

    youth as possible come to a saving faith in                 

   Jesus Christ.ò   

 
       

  
  

 From the Director of Youth and Family Ministryå. 
 Native American Ministries Sunday 

Sunday, April 18, 2010 

A Churchwide Special Sunday of The United Methodist Church 
 

Your generous gifts on Native American Ministries Sunday 
support: 
 *  Native American ministries within the annual conference 
 *  Scholarships for Native Americans attending United   
    Methodist schools of theology approved by the University   
    Senate of The United Methodist Church, administered by     
    the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry; and 
 *  Expansion of the number of target cities in the Native    
    American Urban Initiative, related to the General Board  
    of Global Ministries. 
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SUMW CIRCLE  

  What:   Fellowship 

 When:   April 11, 2010 

Where:  Sherman Methodist Church 

  Why:  Soft Music, Prayers,                  

     Refreshments & Program 

Time:   1:30 - 4:00 P.M. 
 

 

 We welcome all women to join this             

 fellowship.  Meet once a month for nine   

 months, starting Sunday March 7, 2010.   
 

There will be no meeting in  

December, 2010 
 

 Who:  Polly & Lou  April Hostesses 

 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

  REMINDER TO 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

 

 

SPRING DISTRICT MEETING  
 

      At:     Argenta, Illinois 

  Date:     Saturday April 10, 2010 

 Time:     9:30 ï 12:30 
   

Meet & leave church at:  8:30 A.M. 

  (for car pooling) 
 

  Remember our ñFall District Meetingò            

  last year here at Sherman United Methodist  

  Church. Well, this time we just go and enjoy! 

 

  I can take three in my car!  Who else can    

  drive? 

 

Call  Lou  391-4086   !!     

GOOD SAMARITAN OFFERING   

  Each year on Easter a special offering is received for the           

Good Samaritan Fund.  This fund provides assistance to needy 

individuals and families for gas, utilities, rent, food, medicine 

and other items.   

The fund is named after the Samaritan (in the 

story told by Jesus) who assisted a man 

beaten and robbed and left in a ditch to die.  

Through the Good Samaritan Offering we are 

all able to assist those today who are often 

beaten up by circumstances and find                

themselves unable to get by on their own                                     

Thank you in advance for your caring. 

[ŜǘΩǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ hǳǊ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎΗΗΗ 
 

   If you know someone who is graduating from 
 WǳƴƛƻǊ IƛƎƘΧIƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΧ/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΧ 
 ¢ǊŀŘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΧDǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΧ 
We want to recognize and congratulate ALL of them 

on Sunday, May 16.   
 Please help us by calling Kelley Jeffers at 496-3102                               
  or Marsha Branson at 415-7043. 

            Rescheduled Evangelism Team Meeting 
 

 

 Wednesday, April 28 at 7 pm 

Bible Gleaners Sunday School classroom (Rm. 104) 

Refreshments will be served. 
 

 Our discussion will center around hospitality  

and making our visitors feel welcome.   

Do you have any ideas? suggestions?  We'd love to hear 

from you! 
 

 

  RSVP Deb Forren 

Evangelism/Hospitality Team Leader 

899-2114 or dw4n@casscomm.com 

mailto:dw4n@casscomm.com
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       CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

APRIL 2010 SUMC CELEBRANT                 

CHURCH CONFERENCE ON 

BUILDING PROGRAM  

The Sherman UMC Administrative Council has called 

for a Church Conference on April 25, 2 p.m.  The 

agenda of the Conference will be to consider forming  

a building committee for the purpose of obtaining   

preliminary drawings with elevations and cost                 

estimates for a building program.  As a Church            

Conference all full members of the SUMC are eligible 

to attend and vote.  The Church Conference will be led 

by Rev. Jerry King, Superintendent of the Sangamon 

River District, Illinois Great Rivers Conference.    

 

                       

Page 3 APRIL 2010 SUMC CELEBRANT                 

            

SPRING POTATO DROP
 

Yes it is that time of the year again for our spring Potato Drop.   

 

What    -   UMM Sangamon River District Spring Potato Drop  

Where  -   Decatur Grace UMC  - 8 to 10 am,  

     Midwest Distribution Center 11:30 to 1 

When    -   April 10, 2010 

 

40,000 pounds of potatoes delivered free to local food ministries 

in and around Decatur and Springfield.  How can you help?      

You can show up Saturday morning with your work duds on  

and help unload potatoes and /or  

you can help with the cost of the project.  

For about $60.00 you can pay for the delivery cost  

of 1,000 lbs of spuds.  

You can do the math it takes about $2,400 to fund this project and 

help fed many people right here in the Sangamon River District.  
 

If you have questions or want more information  

call Garry Zackery 217-620-4721 

 

  NEW WELCOME TABLE FOR OUR VISITORS 
 

Have you noticed the new Welcome Table in the Fellowship Hall after the 8:15 service and              

before the 10:45 service?  Our visitors now can stop by and receive information about our church 

and our ministries (in addition to a smile and warm welcome!). 
 

 

 If you see a visitor worshipping with us, extend a warm             

welcome yourself and invite them to our Welcome Table.  

If you feel God is calling you to share your gift of hospitality,                         

            let me know!   
 

Deb Forren, Evangelism/Hospitality Team Leader 

Mobil 899-2114 

Dw-4n@casscomm.com 

 

ñBLOOM WHERE GOD 
HAS PLANTED YOUò 

 

 

    Mother-Daughter-       

      Friend Banquet 

    

Sherman United Methodist Church   

  Wednesday, April 21, 2010   

                6:00 P.M. 
 

     Special Musical Presentation     

           Blessed Assurance 
 

    & 

                 Crusaders 
 

Tickets to be purchased by April 11,2010. 
    Adults:      $8.00 
           Children:   $4.00 
                        (under 12) 

 
         FOR TICKETS CONTACT: 

 

Raynette Manley,  487-7398 
 Illa Byron,  496-2210 

          or 
Lettie Diekroeger,  632-2820 
  Banquet Chairperson 
 

Tickets will be sold in  

Fellowship Hall  

between services   

on 3/28/10.  

       CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

 ALL CHURCH WORK DAY ï SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 8:00 A.M  
 

Come and help out as we gather to clean up the church building and grounds on this day.                

Bring usual yard tools for outside work.  This will be an excellent opportunity to become better                   

       acquainted with others in the church and enjoy a good morning of fellowship together!                                    

                   Pray for a warm sunny day too.   
 

  

  

    

 
  
 

APRIL 17 CHICKEN DINNER - YOUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU!  
 

A huge THANK YOU goes out to all who have already signed 

up to work at our Spring Chicken Dinner!  An event of this magnitude needs lots of 

volunteers to ensure its success.  And remember, even if only one single person                 

experiences God's love through our dinner, all of our effort is worth it! 
 

At the time of this printing, we have about a third of the desserts we need and still need help                

in the following areas:   Gravy - Parking - Fellowship Hall dining area 
 

Please contact Deb Forren at 899-2214 or dw4n@casscomm.com if you can help out in any                

capacity.  Thank you! 

mailto:dw4n@casscomm.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Camp Sonshine Registration is April 14th 7pm-8:30pm. 
 
 
 

NEW òFIX ITó MINISTRY 
 
SUMC Congregational Care is now sponsoring a òfix itó ministry.  If you are a single parent,             
elderly, divorcee, widower, or just have something you need help with, this ministry is just what 
you may need.  Fill out a form from the office or email/write us a letter with what you need 
help with.  Examples might be yard work, painting, new faucet installation, fixing simple leaks, 
etc.    Once we get your request, we will match you up with a volunteer/s who will come and do 
the work for you.  There is no charge for this service, except  that you will need to provide 
supplies for the job.  For more info on getting help or to volunteer to provide help, please           
contact Carmen Arnberger at 496 -2338 ext. 8 or 971-0200. 
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Kids Place News  
  
He is Risen!!  The Kids at Kids Place have been learning about the life of Jesus and the         
ultimate sacrifice he made for us.  On Maundy Thursday the children will be participating in 
a Sedar Meal.  The Sedar Meal is a remembrance of the Passover and what God did for his 
people.  Jesus has now become the sacrificial lamb for us and we relate the old customs of 
Passover to the Good News of Jesus in this special dinner.  There will be new Bible foods for 
the children to try like lamb and charoseth.  This has been an annual activity for the past 3 
years and it continues to bless both the children and the staff.  
 

The 5 th  graders at Kids Place have been busy with lots of projects .  The decorations for the 
senior dinner in march were made by the class.  Right now the class is working on Easter gifts 
for the shut -ins.  Their next project will be to make gifts for the mother of SUMC.  We 
thank them for having the hearts of servants!  
 

Congratulations to Brittany Casson, a member of the Kids Place staff, who was recently 
hired by the Sherman School District as a new elementary teacher for 2010/2011 school year.  
We are proud of you!!!  
 

Kids Place Fall Registration for 2010/2011 will be held for current KP attendees the week of 
May 3-7.  Open registration will be held Wednesday May 12 beginning at 6pm. The registration 
fee is $45.00.  There are current openings for the kindergarten class so please help us spread 
the word!  
 

Blessings! 
Carmen Arnberger, director  
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

                WOMEN OF PROMISE 
 
 

  Tuesday April 20 - Mary Grant 
  10:00-Noon Or 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
  In the 3rd Floor Upper Room 

  Athens United Methodist Church 

  110 W. Jackson Street 
   Athens, IL 
 

Learning from God and each otheréWomen of Promise is 
a monthly Gathering to encourage women in their relation-
ship with God.  We offer a time to relax, fellowship and  
focus. Our programs are nondenominational by design.  
You and your friends are invited to attend either the          
morning (10 A.M. - Noon - Lunch provided or our evening 
(6:30-8:30 P.M. - Supper provided) session. 

 

Light, Healthy Meal 

Entertaining Speaker (April - Marilyn Arnell)    

Special Music                                   

Child Care Provided                             

Door Prizes                                    
 

                 Reservations are strongly encouraged!                                              
           A $6.00 donation is suggested                                                           

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Register for preschool now!  
 

At Sherman United Methodist Church 

2336 East Andrew Road 

Call Heather at 496-2338 ext. 6 with any questions. 

  

   

         �0�D�U�N���<�R�X�U���&�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U�m�V���� 
                   for 

   Wednesday,  April 28th  
  Good Shepherd Lutheran    

 Sherman, IL 
 

          Time: Noon 

      MARRIAGE  

   ENCOUNTER    
 

 

 

Put a breath of fresh air into your marriage relationship! 
 

                     Make reservations now  
 

for the  
 

April 16-18, 2010  
 

Marriage Encounter United Methodist Weekend 
 

at the  
 

Decatur Conference Center and Hotel, Decatur, IL  
 

This is a weekend for married couples to get away  
and focus only on each other.   

 
To learn more about the weekend  

or  
to register call 309-965-2343 

 

or go to 
 

 www.encounter.org   

For Reservations call 636-8785 

or email kay@kaycoach.com 


