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        FROM THE PASTOR 
 

ñSinging of the birdsò 

 Mondays have been my personal 

day away from the church since the            

beginning of my ministry.  And so it         

was a Monday morning a few years ago that began with 

loading up our recyclables (milk jugs, tin, glass, plastic 

bottles, newspapers, etc.) and taking them to the local  

recycling center.  On the way back I stopped to have the 

oil changed in the car.  When I returned home I worked 

the garden awhile with my tiller.  Then I started mowing 

the yard,  The clippings were very thick and so I had to 

use the grass catcher attachment which slowed me down.  

But that was okay.  I wasnôt in a hurry.  By mid-morning  

I was roughly half done.  It had been a good day so far.        

I was getting a lot done.  So I sat down on the bench by 

the side of the house to rest and sip on a cup of coffee. 

 A moment or two passed before I began to notice 

that I was not hearing the usual noise of cars and trucks 

passing by the house, not even from the interstate nearby.  

There was not the slightest breeze.  The leaves on the  

maple tree close by were perfectly still.  The sky was blue 

and bright.  All around it was as calm and quiet as it could 

be... except for one thing, the chirping of a large assembly 

of birds jumping in and around that maple tree. 

 I donôt know what they were talking about, but 

their spirited chatter really captured my attention.  It was 

utterly gleeful and carefree like a church choir during 

practice.  They seemed to be laughing, praising even         

gossiping back and forth.  They may have been laughing 

at me.  ñSee that poor man on his bench sweating and 

breaking his back just to keep the grass from growing too 

high.  What a waste of energy.ò  But others said:   ñIôm 

glad he tilled the garden to give us a fresh supply of 

worms.  Praise God!ò    

 At any second, I was ready for some old jalopy 

with a broken muffler, or a diesel truck to come roaring 

by and spoil my enchantment.  But the singing and         

calmness all around persisted for several minutes with         

no one passing.  It was as if God had built a barrier 

around the house and yard which would not allow               

anything ñaccursed or disruptiveò to penetrate.   It was            

a holy moment, full, complete, beautiful and peaceful - 

both inside the soul and all the world around a glimpse         

of heaven on earth. 

 The words of Jesus came to mind:  ñTherefore I tell 

you, do not worry about your life.  Consider the          

ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 

storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them.  And            

consider the lilies of the field how they neither toil or   
 

    
   spin and yet are more beautiful than the glory of King 

Solomon.  Of how much more value are you than these!  

Can you add a single hour to your span of life by wor-

rying?ò If God cares for these how much more will he 

care for you of little faith?  And so óDonôt worry about 

what you will eat, drink and wear.ô  ñBut strive first  

for the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all 

these things will be given to you as well.ò (Mt 6)   

 I wish every day could be as peaceful as this one.  

But sadly they are not.  For Jesus the birds and the lilies 

were a reminder that in a world of hurt and pain there is 

a deeper force at work sustaining and caring for               

everything.  It is easy to lose sight of this.  The weight 

of responsibility caring for family, jobs and survival are 

heavy enough.  But then when a recession comes along 

or sickness, an accident, another terrorist attack, an oil 

well explosion in the ocean or something else it can feel 

as if the whole world is crashing down upon us and  

everything out of control. 

 The day after my special moment with the birds I 

went to the hospital which often is a place of pain and 

brokenness and sorrow, but also of healing.  The day 

was warm and fairly bright with shadows running 

across the ground marking the clouds passing overhead.  

As I walked across the parking lot I heard the noise of 

brakes squealing, horns honking, engines roaring all 

around.  But suddenly I heard something else.  Another 

choir nest was gleefully chattering and singing nearby.  

I paused to listen.    

 The singing birds were doing what vital churches 

do.  They remind us that in a world of pain and sorrow 

the force of Godôs healing power is still at work.  Just as 

God cares for the birds, God cares for you and I and 

everyone.    

  This is our mission at Sherman United Methodist 

Church ï to be a place of healing for lifeôs hurts, to be a 

place where we can feel the peace of Christ, a place 

where we can sing the ñgood newsò of Christ and a 

place from which we are sent to share the hope of Christ 

in all the world. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Mike 
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Register for preschool now!  
 

At Sherman United Methodist Church 

2336 East Andrew Road 

Call Heather at 496-2338 ext. 6  

with any questions. 

Archangel Isaiah Zechariah 

Burning ones Jacob  

Cherubs John  

Cornelius Joshua  

Daniel Mary   

Deliverance Messengers  

Destruction Miracle  

Fighters Morning Star   

Gabriel Paul  

Guardian Peter  

Guidance Powerful  

Holy angels Proclaimed  

Holy ones Protection  

Innumerable Seraphim  

Invisible Spirit   

  All the words listed below are in the puzzle - left, right, 

up, down or diagonally.                                                         

Circle each letter of the words you find.  

L  U A P R O T E C T I  O N M M 

L E G N A H C R A H J S A I  I  

U S R E T H G I  F O B B E R H 

F V I  G S O H N S O U L C A P 

R C N U G L G H C R E S N C A 

E O V A N Y U A N L D R A L R 

W R I  R I  A J I  B E A E R E E 

O N S D N N N A M R N G E S S 

P E I  I  R G R I  A Y I  N V B E 

H L B A O E A E R O E E I  U N 

A I  L N M L E T Y E L S L R O 

I  U E U C S P I  R I  T S E E Y 

A S N O I  T C U R T S E D H L 

S N R E C N A D I  U G M P C O 

I  P N H O J Z E C H A R I  A H 

            

 SUMC 
There will be a new                                      
schedule for Acolytes                                    
for next year at the                                      
end of August.                                      
 

Any children 1st Grade                                 
through 5th Grade that would be  
Interested in becoming an Acolyte,  
Please call:  
 

 Janet Plohr @ 496 -2041 
      Or the   
 Church @ 496 -2338 X 5  
 

 

    Watch in the bulletin for the  
   Announcement of the Acolyte              
  practice that we will be having               

  at the end of August      
  for all new children    
  interested in being  
  acolytes.    

 
  This practice will also  
  be a review for  
  previous Acolytes.  
   

 

     Inside this issue:  

After you have 

found all the 

words, write 

down all the 

leftover letters 

in the correct 

order to form  

        the  
 

MYSTERY              

ANSWER! 

 
The mystery          

answer can be 

found somewhere 

in this Newsletter 



 

 

 

 Greetings to all in Christ! 

 

 

Summer break is nearing an end.  Itôs been a BLAST!    

Cedar Point, the Mission Trip, Pool Parties, 2 VBSôs,               

the Block Party!  But itôs not over yet!  There more fun   

and fellowship in Christ to be had before you all head          

back to school. 

 

The Six Flags Trip is coming right up on          

Saturday, August 14th, lead by the Kadyks         

and the Caspars.  The bus will leave at                

7:30 a.m. sharp, AND, you MUST get and          

fill out a permission slip from me and give  

it to Heather that morning.  This is very important!                 

The cost is $25ea which you may give to me at any                  

time before the trip.  

 

The final Pool Party will be 3-6pm at the Meltonôs 

(Ashleigh and Jacobôs) Sunday, August 15th after the               

Six Flags Trip.  Weôll meet at church at 2:50pm to                

caravan over.  If you know the way, just go on to their               

house.  Please bring a snack if you can! 

 

As an aside, itôs not too late to sign up for the Canoe             

trip Aug 8-14.  IT means missing Six Flags, but weôd            

love to have ya! 

 

 

 
 

Thereôll be no Youth Group August 8th or 29th.                  

Youth Group will resume in September!  I cannot wait              

to dig back in.  See you all soon. 

 
 
In His service, 

Danny Motta 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Important Youth Activities  
and Dates:  

 
 

        August 1st:  Block Party 5pm 

 August 8th:  NO YOUTH   

 August 14th:  Six Flags Trip! 

 August 15th:  Final Pool Party at Meltonôs 

 August 22nd:  Movie Night 

 August 29th:  NO YOUTH 
 
 

 

 

 

         Youth Moto:   ñto help as many Jr. and Sr. High 

    youth as possible come to a saving faith in                 

   Jesus Christ.ò   

 
       

  

 From the Director of Youth and Family Ministryå. 
  

 

        August 29, 2010 

              6 P.M.   

   At the Church Pavilion 

 

 

The choir will have its            
second annual kick-off               
picnic at the pavilion on         
Sunday, August 29, 2010 
at  6:00 p.m.  If you are           
interested in joining the choir, 
this is a great time to meet 

everyone in a casual way, get a robe and folder 
assigned, and hear about the new choir year.  
Bring a dish to share.  We will provide the meat, 
drinks and table service.    

      The kids can run around the playground. 
 
 

 There are no auditions for choir.    

We just do our best to make our noise joyful!.  

 
 

So, if God has gifted you with the ability 
to sing, or anyone has ever said to you, 
ñYou have a really nice voice,ò or ñYou 
ought to be in choirò, then we want 
you!  You donôt need to read music and you donôt 
have to have a musical background.  It is helpful 
if you can hear notes played on the piano a few 
times and then sing them back after a little 
work.  We try to do the rest. 
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BEAR FUND 
(Building Expansion And Renovation) 

 

The Finance Committee has established a 

new line in Designated giving for Building            

Expansion And Renovation (BEAR).  Gifts will          

be used related to the architectural design and                

construction of the new sanctuary and related          

renovations of the current building that will be            

part of a new sanctuary building project.  Please 

mark gifts on the memo line:  BEAR 

 

 

Words of Wisdom 
 

ñIf I had my career to play over, one thing Iôd do differently is 

swing more.  Those 1,200 walks I got ï nobody remembers 

them.ò ïPee Wee Reese, Hall of Fame Dodgers Shortstop 
 

ñDo good with what thou hast, or it will do thee no good.ò             

ïWilliam Penn 
 

ñOur greatest glory is not in never falling but in rising every 

time we fall.ò ïConfucius 
 

ñOur scientific power has outrun our spiritual power.  We 

have guided missiles and misguided people. ïMartin Luther 

King Jr. 
 

ñMy political views are those of the Lordôs prayer.ò                    

-St. John Bosco 
 

ñWhat is hateful to you, do not to your fellowman.  That is the 

entire law; all the rest is commentary.ò ïThe Talmud 
 

ñThe plain truth is this: love is just a matter of getting what 

you want.  Quite the contrary.  The insistence on always           

having what you want, on always being satisfied, on always 

being fulfilled, makes love impossibleéLove is not a deal, it  

is a sacrifice.ò  - Thomas Merton 
 

 

 

Wisdom from around the world: 
 

ñIf you want one year of prosperity, grow grain.  If you want 

10 years of prosperity, grow trees.  If you want 100 years of 

prosperity, grow people.ò (China) 
 

ñIt is better to be once in the church sleigh than always in the 

back runners.ò (Finland) 
 

ñSlowness comes from God and quickness from the 

devil.ò (Morocco) 
 

ñPray to God, but continue to row to the shore.ò (Russia) 
 

ñWhen two elephants tussle, itôs the grass that                                   

suffers.ò (Zanzibar) 


