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   CHURCH STAFF 
 

   Rev.  Mike Pennell,  Directing Pastor            
   Office:  496-2338 Home: 496-3258   
   Web:  www.shermanumc.org 
   E-Mail: mpennell@gcctv.com  
 

   Erin Abel, Administrative Assistant 
   Church Phone:  496-2338 
   FAX:  496-2631 
   E-Mail:  shermanumc@gcctv.com  
 

   Danny Motta.  Dir. Youth & Contemporary Music 
   Phone: 496-2570 
   E-mail: mottafamily@casscomm.com 
 

   Melanie Pinter,  Director of Music 
   Email: grmekor78@gmail.com          
    

   Carmen Arnberger, SUM Director 
   Kidsô Place     
   E-mail: carnbergerdirector@yahoo.com 
 
   Heather Kadyk ,  SUM Director 
   Camp Sonshine  
         E-mail: heather@sumckidsplace.com 
 
 

   Heather Hofferkamp,  Director Preschool        

   Mike Folder , Custodian  

Sherman United Methodist Church   
2336 East Andrew Road    
Sherman,  Illinois  62684 -9646   
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   ñI am the vine and you are the branches.ò - John 15:5 
 

 

 WOW!!  What a wonderful week at the Group Work Camp in Lyons, NY, July 17-22.  Nestled in the rolling hills of upstate 

New York east of Buffalo, what a blessing all the youth and adults enjoyed together as they experienced their faith and connection to 

Jesus Christ expanding in new ways. 

 The theme of the camp was based on John 15:5 in which Jesus tells his disciples:  ñI am the vine and you are the branches.  

Those who remain in me and I in them bear much fruit because apart from me you can do nothing.ò 

 We started and ended each day with worship.  In between each camper was part of a 5-7 person crew sent out to work on pro-

jects for needy families in the community ï painting, landscaping, roofing, repairing and building decks and stairs and other odd jobs.  

Nearly 400 campers were registered from 12 states and various denominational identities ï United Methodist, Lutheran, Baptist.  Over 

12,000 hours of service were given on more than 50 work sites. 

 The combination of worship and service each day was a powerful illustration that a connection to Jesus does not exist exclu-

sively either on the inside or outside the soul.  Jesus is the vine to which we are connected inwardly.  But the relationship is not com-

plete until our branch bears fruit outwardly.  The more we abide or remain in Jesus inwardly the more fruit we bear outwardly.  This is 

how faith works. 

 On the way home we stopped at Niagara Falls to witness the spectacular and powerful forces of Godôs natural laws at work.  

For more than a century human ingenuity has transformed the power of the Niagaraôs currents into useable electricity measured in the 

hundreds of thousands of horsepower.  This too was a reminder that when we apply our God given talents and ingenuity nothing is im-

possible. 

 

Native American Flute with David Tell on August 14 
 

 Native American Awareness Sunday will be observed on August 14.  In addition to the special  

offering to support Native American ministries in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, Mr. David Tell will be our special 

guest.  Eleven years ago David was introduced to playing the Native American flute.  He is not a native American, but 

performs a broad range of musical sound on a variety of flutes.  David performs in church services, drum and flute circles 

and for community musical events. 

He will play in several parts of the 8:15 service.  He will be the special music in the 10:45 service.  Between services David will be 

available in the sanctuary for a few minutes of show and tell time with the children and adults about Native American flutes. 

 

Update on Family Life Center Repair  
Work is progressing on repairing the damage from the water leakage behind the exterior siding of the FLC.  Most of the dam-

age has been below the dark brown metal band around the midsection of the north, east and south walls.  This band is being replaced 

with vinyl siding.  Tyvek wrap is also being installed to cover the plywood and extra water protection installed at the corners.  The total 

cost of repairing the damage and residing the FLC on the east, south and west walls may reach $30,000. 

The good news is that over 40 sheets of nudo board stored by the church for several years has been used to replace most of the 

damaged plywood sections.  This is a savings of nearly $2000.  Our church insurance has also paid $16,400. 

At its July meeting the SUMC Ad Council voted to brick the north wall rather than reinstall vinyl siding.  This option will cost 

nearly $33,000 alone.   The Ad Council authorized the Trustees to take out a line of credit with Athens State Bank to help cover pay-

ments to contractors and may also be used for other projects in the future. 

SPECIAL GIFTS  are encouraged and welcome to help reduce the amount that needs to be borrowed for the FLC repairs and 

the installation of brick on the north side.  This is a second mile level of giving which means above and beyond what you may currently 

be giving to the General Fund and the Building Fund Loan. 

 

The following is a summary of repair cost.  These are estimates because the exact cost will not be known until all damaged 

areas have been fully repaired: 

 Repair and reside (east, south and west)  $30,000 

 Bricking the north wall    $33,000 

 Insurance payment                 -$16,400 

 Balance to be funded    $46,600 

 

 

The Ad Council and Trustees thank everyone for what they are able to do to help restore the physical integrity of the  

 Family Life Center. 
 

The peace of Christ be with all, 

Pastor Mike 
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SHERMAN UNITED METHODIST MEN  

    HAVE PECANS FOR SALE 
 

  *Fancy Halves - $8.00 

    Pecan Carmel Clusters    Youôll love them! 

 *Also Dark Chocolate - Chocolate Covered -  Cinnamon Glazed - Glazed 
 

 

 

                       Contact:  Cary Franks or Illa Byron for orders 

                              For Orders Contact:   

  Cary Franks @ 496-2697 or Illa Byron at 496-2210   

       CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

SHERMAN UNITED METHODIST  

WOMEN HAVE WATKINS               

  PRODUCTS AND COOK BOOKS WITH RECIPES  

BY THE SUMC WOMEN  

 

 WATKINS PRODUCTS                
            

  

16 oz Vanilla      $15.00                
2 oz Double Strength Vanilla   $ 6.00  
Pepper       $ 7.50  
Cinnamon                      $ 7.00  
Lemon Extract      $ 5.00  
Almond Extract      $ 5.00  
Chicken Soup & Gravy Base   $10.00  
Beef Soup & Grave Base    $10.00  
Bacon & Onion Snack & Dip   $ 9.00  
Blazinõ Cajon Snack & Dip   $ 9.00  
Cucumber & Dill Snack & Dip   $ 9.00  
Bacon & Cheddar Snack & Dip   $ 9.00  
Garlic & Dill Snack & Dip    $ 9.00  
Tomato & Horseradish Snack & Dip    $ 9.00  
Menthol Camphor salve    $ 10.00  
Petro -Carbo 1st aid salve    $ 13.00  

GOD 

SIGHTINGS Contact any SUMW member  

OR 

the church office 

217-496-2338 

COOKBOOKS  
 

With recipes  
by the SUMC 

Women  

Our tourist train derailed high on the side of a mountain in Colorado.  

We felt angel wings creating a cool breeze as they held the train in 

place, while 3 Amtrak engineers who óhappened to beô on the train, 

helped the local engineers get the wheels back on track.  No one was 

hurt and we enjoyed the beautiful setting.  All glory be to God!   

 

Larry & Polly Wise and Dave & Gladys Knox 
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VBS WAS A SUCCESS!  Thank you so much to those who were able to help in any 
way.  We couldnèt have done it without all of our wonderful volunteers.   
- Deanna Mool & Kristy Cole 

Senior Luncheon  
 

August 31st, 2011  
 

Living Faith Baptist Church  
 

NOON  

7-21-11 

Hi Pastor Mike & SUMC Family, 

Blessings!  The harvest is ripe in Indiana too! 

Weôve enjoyed serving at an United Methodist 

Church soup kitchen in Indy; participating in 

the county fair parade & tent. 

The ñmottoò on the back of the Grace United 

Methodist t-shirts is ñThe Church Has Left the 

Building.ò    =) 

 

Jerry & Sherral Clark 

THANK YOU    
We want to thank our church family for allow-

ing us to hold the reunion of the Flagg Family 

descendants in the Fellowship Hall on July 

17th.  There were 35 present ranging in ages 

from 3 months to 91 years old.  Thank you from 

our family. 

Sincerely, 

Hulda Flagg and Virginia Flagg Rush 

Jim Byronñs Story on îUnshackledï 
 

The first segment of the Jim Byron Story will be aired on De-
cember 4th thru December 10th, 2011 and the second seg-
ment on December 11th thru December 17th, 2011.  To 
find a station and a time visit the Unshackled website 
www.unshackled.org and follow the directions. 
 This is îUnshackledï, the longest-running radio 
drama in history,  produced in Chicago by Pacific Garden 
Mission. 
 When they come to Pacific Garden Mission seeking 
shelter, the homeless may have the wrong kind of reputa-
tion because of poor choices in life.  Such things donñt mat-
ter much when youñre hungry and tired, though; and mission 
staff welcomes them, offering food, fresh clothing and a 
clean bunk for the night.  Thanks to generous friends who 
send financial gifts, the Old Lighthouse provides basic 
needs for resident guests that include medical and dental 
care in the mission clinic.  Such help doesnñt change the in-
ner man,  the fears and longings that led to their dismal 
situation.  So pastors and counselors share the truth that 
sets them free.  They introduce them to the Man Who made 
Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant.   Following Him becomes a Way of life.  And that 
same message goes out to the world in thirteen languages. 
 Now for broadcast around the earth, here is program 
number 3178 in the series îUnshackled!ï, the program that 
makes you face yourself and think. 

Blood Drive 
Monday, August 15, 2011 

State Farm Insurance±Bloodmobile 
3:00 pm ± 6:00 pm 

Help Needed: Joe Mott is searching for a 
weekend caregiver for his mother, Leah 
Boston, at her home outside of Sherman.  
 If you are interested please call Joe Mott at 
(618) 292 -7500.  


