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   CHURCH STAFF 
 

   Rev.  Mike Pennell,  Directing Pastor            
   Office:  496-2338 Home: 496-3258   
   Web:  www.shermanumc.org 
   E-Mail: mpennell@gcctv.com     
   
   Shirley Hopkins , Administrative Assistant 
   Church Phone:  496-2338 
   FAX:  496-2631 
   E-Mail:  shermanumc@gcctv.com  
 

   Danny Motta.  Dir. Youth & Contemporary Music 
   Phone: 496-2570 
   E-mail: mottafamily@casscomm.com 
 

   Melanie Pinter,  Director of Music 
   Email: grmekor78@gmail.com     
     
   Carmen Arnberger, SUM Director 
   Kidsô Place /Camp Sonshine     
   E-mail: carnbergerdirector@yahoo.com  
 

   Heather Hofferkamp,  Director Preschool      
  

   Mike Folder , Custodian  
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Weõre on the Web 

www.shermanumc.org  
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      FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 ñHere am Iò 
 Children pageants portraying the birth 

of Jesus have always been a favorite Sunday 

School program during the Advent season.  

Everyone enjoys the spontaneity and unpredictability of the 

child angels, shepherds, wise men, King Herod, sheep, cows, 

and of course, the holy couple, Mary and Joseph.  A doll     

usually plays the role of Jesus, but sometimes a live baby           

gets to do this. 

 Children are usually eager to take part without a lot           

of coaxing.  Itôs different when we get older.  Ask anyone         

over the age of 10-12, if they would be a sheep or put on the 

wings of an angel and we know what to expect.  Adults ask 

more questions.  How long will it last? Do I have to say               

anything?  Is there someone else who could do this?  Do I 

really have to wear all that stuff?  Are you nuts?  Can I            

think about it and get back to you?  And on it goes. 

 Children donôt have the same hang-ups.  When           

asked to be in the pageant they eagerly raise their hands.           

What if we could all be more like this, spontaneous and             

eager to help out in Godôs work? 

Will you be a Sunday School teacher?  A:ñYes, Iôll do that.  

The children need to learn about Jesus.ò  

Will you help out in the nursery? A:ñYes.ò  

 Will you be an usher?  A:ñYou betcha!ò  

Will you be on the trustees? A:ñSure.ò  

 Will you work at the chicken supper?  

 A:ñJust tell me when to show up.ò  

Will you sing in the choir?  Will you volunteer for the new 

Habitat for Humanity build?  Will you visit the hospital?            

Will you pray?   

 Just as children learn by doing so we learn about            

God by taking on the role and attitude of a servant.  Not our 

will, but Godôs will be done. 

 Mary, the mother of Jesus was like this.  She was          

undoubtedly very young; perhaps even a teenager when the 

angel Gabriel appeared to her and announced she would be          

the mother of Jesus.  Yet, amazingly, she asks the angel only 

one question.  ñHow can this be?ò And when the angel              

answers she says okay: ñHere am I, the servant of the Lord;           

let it be with me according to your word.ò (Luke 1:38) 

 Wow!  What an open and willing spirit. She didnôt 

know all the details that would happen along the way.  She 

trusted God to work out the mission in which she would be          

one of the participants. 

  

 
 

 If we gain nothing else from the Advent-Christmas  

season, it would be to consider the roles God asks us to fill in 

the ongoing pageant of life.  Like those of long ago may we 

also discover the great things that happen when we say ñYesò 

to God as easily as it is for a child to dress up as a sheep and 

put on the wings of an angel to be part of the greatest story  

ever told. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Mike 
 

ñTruly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child will never          

enter it."  -Mark 10:15 
 

 

THANK YOU 
Dear friends, 

 Thank you very much for the special presentation made 

to me by Randy Burge, Chairperson of the Pastor Parish             

Relations Committee as part of Pastor Appreciation month.  

Your thoughtfulness and caring are deeply appreciated. It is an 

honor to be your Pastor. God bless you.   

Sincerely, 

Pastor Mike 
 

 

PASTORS  EXCHANGE 
Pastors Mike and Jean will be exchanging pulpits on Sunday, 

Dec. 27.  Pastor Jean will preach at Sherman UMC for both 

services and Pastor Mike will preach at the Illini                          

Congregational Church of Warrensburg. 
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 CHILDREN'S CHURCH UPDATE  

I am privileged to acknowledge 6 unsung heroes who have faithfully provided meaningful worship 

experiences for our children every Sunday morning.  Huge thank-yous go out to Dan and Amy O'Connor,  

Melissa and Troy Roberts and Jodee and Steve Leonard for their service.  Dan and Amy have supported  

Children's Church for almost 5 years!  Please thank them all the next time you see them! 
 

After many years of dedicated service, it is now time to "Pass the Baton" to new Children's Church leaders.          

We need at  least 4 (preferably 6) pairs of leaders to support 10 to 12 children each Sunday in a weekly                             

rotation.  Children's Church  worshippers are between 4 to 7 years of age. 
 

Please help to enhance our children's worship time!                                   

Call me at 899-2114 to sign up! 

Deb Forren 

Christian Education Team Leader 

ñCALLING ALL BAKERSò  
 

 
 

 �7�K�H���6�8�0�:���S�O�D�Q���W�R���K�D�Y�H���D���´�&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���&�X�S�E�R�D�U�G�µ���E�R�R�W�K���D�W���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W��
mas Bazaar to be held on          Saturday, December 5.  If you would 
be willing to bake nut bread or  muffins or make candy or pazelles 
(friendship tea or snack  mix maybe),  
 

           please contact Lettie Diekroeger                                      
       at 632-2820 or  dekes_cabin@hughes.net 
 

The bread and muffins could be baked and frozen ahead of time.  
All proceeds will go to our             worthwhile missions projects.  
�6�R�R�R�R�R�����O�H�W�·�V���K�H�D�W���X�S���W�K�R�V�H���R�Y�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H���R�X�U���E�D�N�H�G���J�R�G�G�L�H�V�����������������������������������������������,�W�·�V���D���J�R�R�G���W�K�L�Q�J�� 

Sherman United Methodist Women - Upcoming Events   
                                                               

       Saturday, December 5, 2009 
 

                                         9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m.       11th Annual Village Christmas 
 

                       Please bring your cookies to the FML Center kitchen by Friday, December 4th 

 

            Any questions, please contact any of the officers:                                                                                             

              Louise Garner, Donna McFarland, Polly Wise, Illa Byron, Lettie Diekroeger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us to recognize 
 

Matthew P. Escarraz 
 

Eagle Scout Court of Honor 

Sunday, December 13, 2009 

2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

(Reception following) 

    March to the Manger - Dec. 20th  
 

 In addition to our regular offering on Dec. 20 we will also receive special gifts to the Good    

Samaritan Fund with the annual  March to the Manger.   The Good Samaritan Fund provides utility, 

rent, gas, food and other forms of assistance to persons with special needs.   

Thank you for your generosity! 


