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From the Pastor

I't is no accident that tdouddweabddormakh ourtspirieudd lifet fililee andmam e
fromthe Anglo-Saxon word @Al enct entagingflhi ch means
spring. Just as t he e ar likhthematuralovbrld, Lantenirks dnew growirg seasamt u r e

life in springtime so as Christians we prepare ourselves to
celebrate the greatest rebirth of all in the resurrection of
Christ from the dead. Christians have long used the sea-
son of Lent as a time of self-examination and preparation
to rise again, to be renewed and revived in their faith
journey with God.

The length of this season was set at 40 days prior
to Easter not counting Sundays. Sundays are considered
0little Easters. o6 The
has many precedents in scripture.

During the days of Noah and the great flood it
rained for 40 days and nights.(Genesis 7-8) For 40 days
a band of Israelites spied on the land of Canaan
(Numbers 13:25) and then wandered in the wilderness for
40 years after escaping from bondage in Egypt (Numbers
14:33). Moses was up on the mountain with God for 40
days when he received the 10 Commandments.(Exodus)
The prophet Elijah journeyed 40 days to Mount Horeb on
the strength of a single meal (1 Kings 19:8). And the
most significant connection of all are the 40 days Jesus
fasted in the wilderness and was tested by the devil.
(Matthew 4, Mark 1, Luke 4).

Lent always begins on a Wednesday counting
back 40 days from Easter (not counting Sundays remem-
ber). The date for Easter is calculated on the first Sunday
following the first full moon after the spring equinox.

The church named the first day of Lent as Ash
Wednesday. Many churches celebrate this day with a
special service of ashes. Everyone is invited to come
forward to receive a mark of ashes on the forehead or
back of the hand in the pattern of a cross. The ashes are a
sign of our mortality and how we have been saved from
the despair of death by
Christ. On this day we
dust, ashes to ashes.

The purpose of Lent is to devote ourselves to self
-examination, penitence, prayer, fasting and service as
followers of Jesus. Often we associate Lent with giving
up habits we enjoy but which are not good for us like
smoking, or chocolate or eating out less or just eating
less. Giving up an unhealthy habit is a good thing, but it
is better to give up tendencies in our lives that take prece-
dence over God. Inclinations toward greed, jealousy,
indifference, animosities, old hurts, T things that often
cause division and strife come to mind.

Each bad habit we give up should be replaced with a new
positive habit like patching up a relationship, volunteer-
ing for a mission project, or reading and studying scrip-
ture more. Lent is a time to re-form ourselves spiritually
in relation to God. In what ways can God become a
higher priority? What would we need to give up? What
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for our life together as a church united in Christ. In this
spirit as the earth awakens from the doldrums of winter

sleep | pray that this season

faith in Christ to be born anew! May we grow and blos-
som with new life as we remember and celebrate the
good news of Jesus Christ, his life, his death and his res-
urrection on Easter dawn.

Grace and Peace in Christ,

hastoodbke r 40 was chosen because

SERVICE OF ASHES T FEB. 22 @ 7:00 P.M.

We will begin the season of Lent with a traditional ser-
vice of ashes on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22 @ 7:00 p.m.
Come and make a new beginning in your faith as we fol-
low the journey of Jesus through Lent to the Cross and
the resurrection on Easter.

CONFIRMATION CLASS BEGINS

Please pray for the 2012 Confirmation Youth listed be-
low. In Confirmation youth learn about the basic story of
the Christian Faith, the beliefs and history of the church
in general and The United Methodist Church in particu-
lar. Confirmation Sunday will be in the spring. On this
Sunday the youth will be invited to profess their faith in
Christ and become full members of the church.

Arnberger, Ben
Buckley, Cara
Caspar, Lane
Clayton, Abby
Dowell, Sydney
Dowell, Mariah

8. Icenogle, Connor
9. Johnson, Kassidy
10. Leonard, Brook
11. Mool, Samantha
12. Mool, Allison

13. Reeves, Clayton
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Forren, Meg 14. Taylor, Jacob
APRIH DI SPAIGMI/PASSION SUNIDM&'r cy i n
hear the words: AFrom dust

APRIL 87 7:00 EASTER SUNRISE LED BY YOUTH
- 8:00 EASTER BREAKFAST
- 9:30 EASTER CELEBRATION

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR
CONFIRMATION CLASS ON EASTER
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! uépgrgtloon Christmas Child

TpeOChristmas Season may be behind us, but we are already thinking about Operation Christmas
Child 2012. This year, we thought it might be fun to have a monthly collection challenge for the con-
gregation! Each month, we will try to collect

wi | Hox ik the rarthiex where yoa can kave youraonatibss. The items needed so far are:

Januaryfi 100 bars of soap (regular bath size, not travel size) i still need 70 more
February & 100 washcloths

March 0 100 toothbrushes

April 0100 tubes of toothpaste (small tubes are fine)

(5t
May 98 100 hair combs w;'t_.}
June d 100 matchbox cars
Juyd1 00 funpads (childrends smal.l ,‘_ pads)
S—

August 8 100 packages of hair barrettes/ponytail holders
Septemberd 100 Happy Meal toys
October/November - 100 sponsorships for shipping the shoeboxes ($7.00 per box)

So, please help us fill our shoeboxes by picking up an extra item or two when you do your grocery
shopping. A little bit can go a long way in making this mission project a success!

® W0, Schedule

5-5:45 pm Dinner (prepared by Kido6d. .e staf
5:45-6 pm Worship in the Sanctuary

6-7 pm Choir (in Sanctuary)

6-7 pm Puppeteering for 3 -6" grades

6-8 pm Nursery available

6-7 pm Bible Study (ongoing class led by Deb Forren)

(Please note that there will no longer be a class for K-1st. K-1st will be care for in the nursery.

. 0 Puppets will continue for 3rd-6th graders. 2nd graders may choose to join the puppets if they

wish or attend the nursery.

Menu:
Feb 01 pizza
Feb. 08 nacho bar
Feb. 15 soup/sandwich
Feb. 22 fried chicken
Feb. 29 lasagna

Questions?? Ask Carmen 496-2338 ext: 8
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“It just takes minutes to win it” is the phrase you may have rea! on the wa“slln the fellow-

ship hall lately. You may be asking yourself, win what? We are talking about winning salvation. The
kids are learning the Roman road which teaches 6 short verses to explain God and lead someone to
salvation. The verses have been paired to games from the show, MINUTE TO WIN IT, and the kids
start off with a game to get them thinking and then learn the verse for the day. The kids will be
presenting what they are learning on Kids Place Sunday, which is scheduled for SUNDAY FEBRUARY 19"
at BOTH SERVICES. There will be a continental breakfast between services ( free will offering taken)
with rolls, cereal, fruit, juice, milk, coffee etc. The kids will sing with Danny and a slideshow will be
presented. Also, Kids Place children who take piano lessons with Donna Cunningham at Kids Place will
be providing music through out the service. It’s going to be a lot of fun and we hope to see every-
one there Sunday morning!

Thanks to all who purchased SOAP for Operation Christmas Child during the month of January.
February’s collection item is washcloths. A source told me they are I8 for $4.00 at a large discount
chain close to Sherman. If you can donate some, please leave in the tub outside the sanctuary la-
beled Operation Christmas Child.

SUMC recently received a flag from Afghanistan that was flown at Camp Mike Spann in our

church’s honor.  The preschool and the after-school program both sent items to the soldiers there
this fall, as one of them happens to be the father of one of our preschoolers. The children made
flags and cards and we sent over food, toiletry items, etc. for the soldiers there. The soldiers were
very touched and this was their way of thanking us. You can see a picture of the soldiers holding
the flags the kids made in the fellowship hall. We thank ALL of you who have served or are serving
our country- GOD BLESSH! -

T

PreSchool

The Preschool is getting set to kick off their Spring Fund
yummy Butter Braids again this year The cost is $10/each and we will be selling
them from February 27th - March 13th. There will be sign up sheets on the bulletin
boards in the Narthex, and outside the preschool room. The butter braids will be
delivered the end of March - just in time for Easter! Thank you all so much for your
support of our program! If you have any questions, please contact Kim Fuiten at

496 -2635.

e

raiser! We are selling the

fGododos Mission Treeo

The trunk of a tree supports all the branches, leaves and fruits that grow from it. In a similar way the Gen-
er al Fund is the financial trunk of Godo6és missijon
grow from it.

The trunk of Sherman UMC nurtures children, youth and adults each week in worship, Sunday School and
full time youth ministry. It covers the cost of utilities, insurance, cleaning and repair of the building not only for
Sundays, but also for Kids Place, the SUMC Preschool, Scouts and community groups that use the church during
the week. When the trunk is well fed, the limbs and blossoms of its ministries flourish with many seeds and fruits.

Thank you for all your gifts! Truly you are helping Sherman UMC to spread the love of Christ!

Please remember to maintain your commitment to God with regular and faithful giving as God blesses
you. Please consider stepping up the level of your giving by 1% in 2012 toward the goal of tithing 10% of your
income.

Thank you for your faithful
your prayers, your gifts, your service AND your witness!

support of Godo6és work

tree

at

throughf

=From t he Director of Yout h

Woutin Winter Selnedle 2012

Greeting to all in Christ!

Thanks to all who worked on the movie for your pa
has had a bad or sour attitude and everything is looking good so far. And an extra special thanks to Grant,
Meg, Mary and Deb! My Goal is to have it ready for a special viewing premier by April or May!

and FanPageg2

Mission Trip 2012 update! We will try to have our first Official Prep Meeting Sunday Night Feb 19™. | will
confirm or (if necessary) change that by phone and text and Facebook. | have deposits from almost every-
one! And right now our team stands at 49! Getting excited yet?

Sr. High, please si
as always, do not |
fore Feb 10™!

gn up FRre-Wp RefreatfFeb2426"% Castisl $&5 each, bud t
et cost keep you from attendin

The Face to Face Prayer Service meets every Thursday Night at 7:30pm in the sanctuary and is open for
all ages for a time of passionate worship, powerful prayer and quiet reflection.

The Youth Praise Band rehearses every week at 5:20pm. [the Youth Praise Band is an open group. Any

youth who wish to participate are welcome to join
you wonoét play or sing that week. Txt or message
on an as need basis.
Keep bringing friends in the new-year, so they can meet Jesus! SeN-\ce,

\S
Upcoming Events: \n

Feb 5™ Jr . Hi gh Super Bowl Party at

Feb 19" 1% Mission Trip Prep Meeting

Feb 24-26": Sr. High Fire-Up Retreat (sign up before Feb 10™)

SUMC Youth Mission Statement -fiTo help as many Junior and Senior High youth as possible come
to a saving faith in Jesus Christ.”
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2011 Review from the Mission Team

HAND BELLS: If you can read music and are interested in joining our hand bell group, Glory be! Glory to God our Father! Glory is defined as great honor, praise, or distinction accorded by common

we meet on Sundays from 6 -7pm in the choir room. This group will perform once consent; adoration, praise, and thanksgiving. All of this and more to God for our many blessings he has given
. . i I

amonth on Sundays when special music is needed. You may talk to or call us and that we are able to share with others!

Here is a brief summary of what was given in the name of Jesus Christ through your efforts by the SUMC Mis-

Mel Pinter for details! Hope to see you there!! :) (217-801-3108) E sion Team. We couldn't have done it without you! THANK YOU!!

G-Force Puppeteers Project Notes Dollars
: . . - cthx N
For those of you whborac e Fhuoppétaemgﬂscart wii ¢ hi5®i GSUMCO6s nefwelprappet team [}ifgfgmC%ldrenplusgloves’ham’socks
graders. Currently there are 14 regular attendees. We practice on Wednesday nights from 6-7pm. Our name —— —
isG-Force because we have Godods force behind us and we g %8 “HIESPr e G O D943 QolirRitemB FerS00 s@ool suplic@-¥Bs + Mot t 0) at Sh
all times . The kids have lots to learn, but they are working hard and their hearts are really into it! The team T Fosi Bt 5300
has set a date for its first public performance on Wednesday April 4™ at 6pm. We would like to invite any- cniel Tmois oot an Fall Chicken Dinner
one to attend and come see what wedve been wor king on.|ContaciMpigies per f or mapmiChRkendhberl | be based on an| Eas$00gr
theme, making it appropriate for Holy week. g ER Abroad mission trip to Guatemala — $1,078
For medicine at the orphanage; Plus Randy Burge worked for a week
THE PUPPETS NEED YOUR HE
Golden Cross Sunday Special offering $320
IF anyone likes to sew and has some free time prior to April we are looking for help in making our puppet e 7000
stage curtains as well as some simple puppets. Another adult helper is also always welcome, regardless of bl or Aty Spring & Fall Chicken Dinner ’
experience. .SUMC had a puppet ministry 12 years ago, but some of our equipment has disappeared during Heifer International in place of Christmas gifts - 4 Sunday School classes $871.87
that time or is damaged or missing items. Some of our puppets are also on their last leg as the foam and _ : :
cardboard has deteriorated over time. Currently there is no budget for the puppet team so if you would like Helen Shepherd - missionary in Mongolia | o0 & Fall Chicken Dinner $2,600
to make monetary donations, we will gladly accept those as well. X Helping Hands Fall Ghickn Dimer %3250
Puppets are a great way to spread Gododés word to al/l ag_IeCC,trl\wf, people an t hey are a great way fn*$goet
. . . . nner City 1SS10n _ .
front of people. We pray that you will keep us in your prayers as we begin our puppet journey and GIVE __ 66 packages of paper goods - VBS donations
GOD OUR BEST! Kumler Outreach Ministries 3,940 cans of soup & 1,551 other items $1,306
Liberia Pastor support Spring Chicken Dinner $337
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED: What can you do to change a chil dﬁsNO!Mg)efMa%_aand wotrkK—ess than 24 50003
T Il .
hours per year? The answer & teach Sunday School. If you taught a Sunday School class on a monthly alternat- SUMC member pledges ’
ing schedule, you would put in about 24 hours of work in the year. Substitute teaching takes even less time. We Mothodist Midwest Disttibution Conter 5403
are always looking for help to teach our kids age Pre-school & high school. Please contact Deanna Mool or Donations for spring storm relief plus SUMW workers for a day
Kristy Cole if you can help out. One Great Hour of Sharing Special offering $509
NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: Christian Education would like to start a new class for adults Pacific Emergency Japan earthquake donations $765
who may be new to the church and have younger children. The class would be self-directed, but focus on Bible Special Offerings 3302
study, parenting younger children and other topics of interest to class members. Please see Deanna Mool or UM Children's Home; Chaddock; World Communion; UM Student Day;
Kristy Cole if you are interested Human Relations Day; Peace with Justice; Native American Sunday; Af-
: rica University
FEBRUARY USHER SCHEDULE FEBRUARY ACOLYTE SCHEDULE St. John's Breadline 13 workers to serve a meal
8:15 service 10:45 service 8:15 service 10:45 service SUNC Prosciod] 5390
2/5 Mike & Donna Roth 2/5 Nick Arnberger Alex Cox/Josiah Spring Chicken Dinner
Need Volunteers Motta SUMC Youth Spring & Fall Chicken Dinner $3,000
for the 2nd Service.
; Total $20,519.91
2/12 Donna Boesdorfgr Please call or email . ‘ ota
Larry & Polly Wise Erin in the church 2/12 Carson Cole Ellie & Annie Looking forward in 2012 *Part of 2011 contributions paid to benevolence in 2012
office if you can Fulgenzi The Mission Team is looking forward to several opportunities to provide labor this year. January 24 is the first Habitat
help out. Thanks! for Humanity United Methodist Build meeting. SUMC is looking to provide labor and food for this important project.
2/19 ? (see contact info on We are also organizing times to work at St. John's Breadline and United Methodist Distribution Center. We will also
cover) 2/19 ? Audrey Fuiten/ work closely with the Mission Work Camp Team to bring the Work Camp to SUMC in 2013. Looks to be an exciting
Paige McKinnery year and a great opportunity to get involved, meet new people and serve our Lord!
2/26 Jerry & Nancy . . . , . . .
Abbott If you are looking for a way to get more involved with SUMC, we'd love to have you join us. No prior experience
required. Our next meeting is February 15 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 104, next to Pastor's office.
2/26 Grace Kadyk Kendall & Peyton Ray Polly Wise 622-2363




