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MISSION TRIP - COSHOCTON, OHIO      

 

­ÊÞpdÕ×ÊÙÙÞdØÔÔÓdÙÍÊ×ỄØdÌÔÎÓÌdÙÔdÇÊdÆdÑÎÙÙÑÊdÒÔ×Êd×ÔÔÒdÎÓdÙÍÊdÕÊÜØrd¦ÓÉdÞÔÚdÜÎÑÑdÇÊdÜÔÓÉÊ×ÎÓÌdÜÍÊ×ÊdÆ×Êd

Pastor Mike and Danny? So, just to give you fair warning, 34 youth and adults are going over to Coshocton, 

Ohio for the mission trip.  
 

¼ÊdÆÑÑdÐÓÔÜdÙÍÆÙdÎÙdÎØÓ̃Ùd×ÎÌÍÙdÙÔdÈÔÛÊÙpdÇÚÙdÎÓdÙÍÎØdÈÆØÊd®dÙÍÎÓÐdÎÙØdÔÐÆÞpdÇÊÈÆÚØÊdÜÊdÆ×ÊdÆÑÑdÈÔÛÊÙÎÓÌdÞÔÚ×d

ÙÍÔÚÌÍÙØdÆÓÉdÕ×ÆÞÊ×ØdÙÍÎØdÜÊÊÐrd¼ÊdÆÑÑdÜÔÚÑÉdÑÎÐÊdÙÔdÍÊÆ×dÙÍÔØÊdÙÍ×ÊÊdØÕÊÈÎÆÑdÜÔ×ÉØdÙÍÎØdÜÊÊÐ̌rÓÔpdÓÔÙd®d

ÑÔÛÊdÞÔÚpdÆÑÙÍÔÚÌÍdÙÍÔØÊdÆ×Êd×ÊÆÑÑÞdÓÎÈÊdÜÔ×ÉØdÙÔÔrd¹ÍÊdÙÍ×ÊÊdÜÔ×ÉØdÜÊdÜÔÚÑÉdÑÎÐÊdÙÔdÍÊÆ×dÆ×Êd̆¾ÔÚ̃ÛÊd¬ÔÙd

²ÆÎÑė 
 

¼ÊdÜÔÚÑÉdÑÔÛÊdÙÔdÍÊÆ×dË×ÔÒdÞÔÚrd®Ù̃Ød×ÊÆÑÑÞdÊÆØÞrd®ËdÞÔÚdÜÔÚÑÉÓ̃ÙdÒÎÓÉdÙÆÐÎÓÌdÙÍÎØdÕÆÕÊ×dÍÔÒÊdÆÓÉdÕÚÙdÎÙdÇÞd

your computer and whenever you sit down at the computer, shoot us off an encouraging word. It would mean 

a lot to us.  
 

­Ê×ỄØdÍÔÜdÞÔÚdÉÔdÎÙr 

1. Go to www.groupworkcamps.com  

2. ¨ÑÎÈÐdÔÓd̆Ê²ÆÎÑdÆd¨ÆÒÕÊ×̇dÎØdÚÓÉÊ×d̆ØÎÙÊdÓÆÛÎÌÆÙÎÔÓ̇dÔÓdÙÍÊdÒÆÎÓdÕÆÌÊrd¾ÔÚdÒÎÌÍÙdØÊÊdÆdÕÎÈÙÚ×ÊdÔËdddddddddddddddddddddddddddd     

Pastor Mike praying with his group in the middle picture on the page.  

3. Go to select a camp and pick Coshocton, OH  

4. ¹ÞÕÊdÎÓdÙÍÊdÈÆÒÕÊ×̃ØdÓÆÒÊr 

5. Type in your name.  

6. Type in an encouraging message, Bible verse or just say HI  

7. Hit Submit  

 

Thanks so much for your support. We have an awesome church family. We are looking forward to hearing            

from you.  
 

 

The Mission Team      Here are the îcampersï going from SUMC: 
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,  
just as in fact you are doing                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

(1 Thessalonians 5:11)  
 

 

                       

Page 11 MAY 2010 SUMC CELEBRANT                 

Weõre on the Web 

www.shermanumc.org  

«title» «First Name» «Last Name»  

«In Care of» 

«Address» 

«City», «State/Province»  «ZIP/Postal Code» 

*  

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 Skyler Arnberger  Bill Cockrell  Jonah Kadyk  Grant Pinter  Lexy Thomason 

 Bo Bennett  Dain Cockrell  Katie Karhliker  Clayton Reeves  Sephra Urbas 

 Bert Bennett  Mary Cockrell  Bryce Leonard  Jessi Siders   

 Karen Bennett  Matt Escarraz  Jodee Leonard  Katie Siders   

 Tammy Caspar  Dale Ferguson  Annelise Mool  Rachel Spencer   

 Dana Caspar  Meg Forren  Bob Mool  Sarah Stover   

 Logan Caspar  Brandon 

Icenogle 

 Danny Motta  Ashleigh Taylor   

 Lane Caspar  Jeff Kadyk  Pastor Mike 

Pennell 

 Jacob Taylor   

http://www.groupworkcamps.com/


                ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

 

                                                       

        FROM THE PASTOR 
 

       STEPPING OUT IN FAITH  

Dear Friends, 

 The Sherman United Methodist              

Church Conference was convened on April 25          

by Sangamon River Superintendent, Rev. Jerry King, to act on a          

proposal to create a standing Building Committee that would start   

the process for the construction of a new sanctuary.  The proposal 

was approved on a 31 to 7 vote.   

 Initial members of the Building Committee are:  Paul             

Maruska, John Weitekamp, Rhonda Loyd, Karen Motta, Randy 

Burge, Dave Neale, Scott Henrikson, and Bob Mool.  Members           

may also be added to the building committee or replaced as needed 

by the Administrative Council upon the recommendation of the  

Committee on Lay Leadership. 

BACKGROUND  

 In the latter part of the 1990s SUMC began a building             

project which was to be done in two phases.  The first phase was the 

construction of the Family Life Center (FLC) which has benefited   

the congregation and the Sherman community for just over 10 years 

now.  The second phase envisioned was the construction of a new 

sanctuary.   

 A mortgage of $585,000 was established in 1999 for the 

FLC.  A bequest of $250,000 from the Ohmart and Margaret  

Wendell Estate plus contributions from the congregation of           

$335,000 plus interest enabled the church to pay off the mortgage           

in October of 2007.   

 Our vote on April 25 will fulfill the goal of the last                

building project of the church.  Over the last 10 years average             

worship attendance has increased by 12.5% and the membership           

has increased by 29%.  Though it was not built for worship (except 

on Easter), the FLC has undoubtedly been a factor in the recent 

growth of the church as a whole.   

This history shows the wisdom of planning ahead in order  

to grow in feeding Godôs people with the bread of life in Jesus             

Christ.  Growing churches do not sit back and wait for growth to  

happen.  They do not ask, óif we grow, what should we do?ô  They 

ask ówhat should we do in order to grow?ô  The vote on April 25 to 

begin planning for a new sanctuary follows in this same tradition.   

PROCESS 

The actual construction of a new worship center may be              

2-5 years down the road.  A building plan must be put together to 

create a vision.  This will be the initial task of the  building                       

committee.  A plan for funding this project must also be done.   

The UMC Book of Discipline (par. 2543)  stipulates that           

the Charge or Church Conference of the church  must approve            

each stage of a building plan from preliminary drawings and cost 

estimates, to detailed drawings and estimates, to breaking ground.   

TRANSITION   
One option being considered to provide more seating in     

worship as the new sanctuary plan is developed is to downsize the 

front chancel platform in order to install two rows  of seating on         

each side of the middle aisle.  Basically this would   undo what was 

done several years ago when four pews were removed in order to 

enlarge the chancel area. 

 

    

                                                                                                      

  

A special meeting of worship and music leaders is            

planned to receive their input on downsizing and how this will affect 

the design, appearance and use of the remaining chancel space as a 

whole. 

This is an interim option, however and not the long term 

solution for enabling future growth because: 

1) Downsizing the chancel we will hinder our ability to expand 

on worship and music ministries as a whole. Historically the 

music program of SUMC has been a major strength in the 

growth of the church.   

2) This option does not address other areas of church life that 

are affected by growthï such as the need for more class-

rooms, a larger nursery, more parking, bathrooms,                     

storage and our week day ministries.   

3) It does not anticipate the potential for growth based on                 

population projections for the Sherman community. 

THE BIG PICTURE  

 The current sanctuary regardless of how it is configured is 

too small for the size of church SUMC has become.  When it was 

built in the 1960s the current chancel was not designed for the ways 

we worship today. (For example, drama, praise team and band, more 

seating for choir and staging for ensemble groups, children programs, 

powerpoint screen, etc.)  Nor was the seating capacity built for the 

size of community Sherman is now and is projected to be in the             

future. 

 Plans for the new sanctuary therefore will address both          

seating capacity and a chancel designed for worship in the 21st               

Century. 

GODôS WILL 

 Our vote on April 25 was a bold step of faith in response to 

Godôs leading to make new disciples for Jesus Christ.  Change always 

produces discomfort as we move from óthe status quoô into a new 

environment.  But change is inevitable.  If a church fails to adapt to 

changing circumstances and ministry opportunities, it will slowly 

shrivel up and die.   

 In an earlier time the prophet Isaiah writes:  ñAll people          

are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  The grass 

withers and the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows upon 

it.  The grass withers and the flower fades, but the word of God will 

stand forever.ò(Is 40) 

 Like the grass and the flowers, buildings are not eternal  

either.  Only the Word of God in Jesus Christ is eternal.   

 As we move through change, we are sustained by                   

Emmanuel, ñGod with us.ò  As we seek Godôs will, as we take hold 

of  Godôs hand, as we give all the praise and glory to the Lord who 

leads us, so may it be said now as was said long ago: ñFor with God 

nothing will be impossible.ò (Lk 1:37) 

The peace of Christ be with you! 

Pastor Mike 
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This year the Youth Mission Team will be serving the people of Coshocton, Ohio.  The team is super excited about the 

opportunity to serve Godõs people. 
This yearõs Mission team has more people serving than ever before!  The Team feels  like this is a  blessing.  But with 

more team members comes more financial responsibility.                                                                             
The Team will be traveling over 1050 miles this summer.  It will take approximately 135 gallons of fuel to get the Team          

to Coshocton and back again.  The Teamõs goal is to raise enough funds to pay for the 135 gallons of fuel!   
Please help the Mission team out by filling their gas tank.  The òFill Our Tankó jug will   be in the Fellowship Hall (during 

coffee and doughnut time) until the team leaves for Coshocton in June.  

The 2010 Youth Mission Team thanks you for your prayers and your generosity! 

Peace With Justice Sunday 
Sunday, May 30, 2010 

Changing the World, One Life at a Time 
 

 

Your generous gifts on  
Peace With Justice Sunday support: 

 

 *  Peace with justice ministries in the conference,                   
     Overseen by the conference board of church and                  
     society; and 
 

 *  Peace with justice work in the United States and   
    around the world, related to the General Board of   
    Church and Society. 

 

SUMW CIRCLE  
  What:   Fellowship 

  When:   May 2, 2010 

  Where:  Sherman Methodist Church 

  Why:  Soft Music, Prayers 
 

  Refreshments & Program 

 Time:   1:30 - 4:00 P.M. 
 

   We welcome all women to join this             

   fellowship.  Meet once a month for nine   

   months, starting Sunday March 7, 2010.   
 

   There will be no meeting in December, 2010 
 

 Mothers Day 
Sunday, May 9, 2010 

Golden Cross Offering 
 

          Your Golden Cross gifts may be given                          
  throughout the year and may be sent directly          

  to the                                                                        
Conference Treasurer                                                 

                            P.O. Box 19207,  
Springfield, IL  62794. 

Please help with the great offering during 
church on Sunday, May 9th. 

 

Where There's Food                             
There's Fellowship!  

 

Join us for May's                               
Fifth Sunday Breakfast!  

      Sunday May 30 after the 8:15 service  
      On the menu:  

          Scrambled eggs 2 ways  
     Bacon  

Deb's hashbrown casserole  
Chef Randy's homemade cinnamon donuts  

    Cereal                                                                              
coffee, milk and juice  

                      [ŜǘΩǎ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ hǳǊ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎΗΗΗ 
 
 

                           If you know someone who is graduating from 
             WǳƴƛƻǊ IƛƎƘΧIƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΧ/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΧ 

            ¢ǊŀŘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΧDǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΧ 
                                  We want to recognize and congratulate ALL of them on 

  Sunday, May 16.   
 

                         Please help us by calling Kelley Jeffers at 496-3102  or Marsha Branson at 415-7043. 



 

 

 Greetings to all in Christ! 

 

 

As we head into May, let me just say a big thank you all so 

much for your help with the Chicken Dinner!  It was a big           

success again!  Also, I want to say a special big thank you to  

this yearôs Mission Team for their dedication and hard work.  

You are all really stepping up this year.   

 

We will begin to welcome all of you NEW 6th graders at              

Sunday night Youth Group starting June 6th.  After that weôll           

be gone on the mission Trip and wonôt have Youth Group          

again till June 27th.  Also, donôt forget, Graduate Recognition 

Sunday will be Sunday May 16th during church. 

 

Mission Trip Team members, May is hectic as always with 

Graduation, Motherôs Day and Memorial Day.  But please           

continue to work hard collecting your sponsorships!  These            

are due by May 31st, but the earlier you can turn them in the            

better!  In fact, anything you can turn in by May 10th, please do.   

 

Our 4th and final mandatory Prep Meeting will be Sunday June 

6th.  Weôll have our final meeting at 5pm.  Our Commissioning 

service will begin at 6pm.  All family members (as well as  

NEW 6th graders!) are encouraged to attend to help pray-up          

the team members before we head out on the 11th.  We will try     

to be finished by 7pm.   

 

Also, we are squeezing in one more fundraiser before the             

Mission Trip.  Mary C, Jeff K, and Karen B are helping pull   

together a Trivia Night Friday June 4th.  If everyone would 

please turn up to help out, or sign up and play and have fun,  

either would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Please remember:  in addition to the Youth L.Y.N.K. and the 

newsletter, please watch the Youth tab on the church website: 

shermanumc.org and the Youth Face Book wall to keep up to 

speed on whatôs going on in the youth group (if you need an  

invite, just ask).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Important Youth Activities  

and Dates:  
 

 
         May 9th, 23rd or 31st:  NO Youth Group                      

                       Happy Motherôs, Graduation and Memorial Day! 

             May 16th:  Graduate Recognition, Sunday morning  

             June 4th:   Trivia Night Fundraiser! 

             June 6th:  Commissioning Service & final prep Meeting,           

    5pm (Bring family),   
 

            NEW 6th Graders WELCOME!!! 

 

 

 

         Youth Moto:  ñto help as many Jr. and Sr. High 

    youth as possible come to a saving faith in                 

   Jesus Christ.ò   

 
       

  
  

 From the Director of Youth and Family Ministryå. 
 

 THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES!  
 

As chairman of our successful UMW              
Mother-Daughter-Friend Banquet, I was able  
to observe first hand the caring and giving         
nature of our congregation.  My thanks to all 

who so willingly served to help ensure that we had an  
evening of fellowship and inspiration.  Kudos to Poe             
Catering, Blessed Assurance and The Crusaders                   
for their contribution to our special evening.                      
Mission Accomplished! 

 

  Lettie Diekroeger 
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 THANK YOU !  

 

        From Global Ministries  
 

Thank you for your gift in support of the  

following missionaries and ministries of the 

General Board of Global Ministries: 

 

When giving through The Advance, the designated giving 

channel of the UMC, 100% of your contribution is applied to 

the work of the missionaries or projects designated. 
May God grant you a sense of hope and joy as you continue 

your support for mission. 

  

 

                    THANK YOU                                                  

          from                                                    

          Childrenôs Supper Hour 
 

 

Thank you for your donation 

and supporting the ministry of           

Asburyôs  Childrenôs Supper 

Hour.  With your generous         

donation we were able to feed 

many children. 
 

                    THANK YOU                                                  

            from                                                    

      Kumler Outreach Ministries 
 

 

Thank you for your donation.   

May you be blessed knowing 

that you have helped those less 

fortunate in our community. 

  

TO ALL MY DEAR FRIENDS THANK YOU!  - Thank you 

to everyone for their wonderful cards, flowers, phone calls and 

prayers.  They have helped my get through many rough days.  

Iôm having an MRI on my brain on Friday, April 16th.  The 

doctors are looking for a tumor, a cyst or possibly the signs of a 

stroke.  I would like to be able to give all of you a great big hug 

for thinking of me and keeping me in your prayers.  Iôm very 

thankful to our wonderful minister for all of his visits.   
 

God Bless you all - Ruthie Adams. 

 

             What a joy to be remembered                  
       for my birthday.                                  
     I received 105 cards                        
           from Illinois and Florida                
       All were appreciated so much !   

      Blessings,                                                         
        Alice Henrikson 

 

 

Dear friends, 
 

My thanks to you, Pastor Mike  

and the Congregational Care team for the prayers, cards, 

words of encouragement, caring, and helpful hints as I 

recover from knee replacement surgery.  As many of you 

have shared, the road to recovery is long, but prayer, 

faith and hope shorten the road. 

 

Godôs Blessings to you, 

 Sue Burge 

 

 

                      Thank you! 

    Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone who              

worked so hard to make SUMC's Spring Chicken Dinner            

a success!  Your effort will do so much to support our   

youth ministries as well as other individuals touched by              

our Outreach work.  We'll see you in the Fall! 
 

    Deb Forren 

 

Project # Project/Missionary 

Name 

Country/  

State 

Amount 

 418325      Haiti Emergency    Haiti $1,863.55 

15126N            Liberia                            
Reconstruction Projects 

  Liberia $     45.00 

 

THANK YOU                                         

from                                                  

Central Illinois Foodbank 
 

     People in our communities          

are being forced of choosing            

between paying for food, rent,          

utilities or paying mortgage.    

     Your donation makes such  

a difference in the lives of 

those we serve. 

Isaiah 58:10, if you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and            

satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the             

darkness, and your night will  become like noonday.ò    

                    THANK YOU                                                  

          from                                                    

Midwest Mission                                  

Distribution Center 
 

Thank you for your donation 

and supporting the mission.  

Many lives have been touched 

throughout the US and in            

developing countries around the 

world through shipments made 

from the Center.  Your gift will 

allow this work to continue. 
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      �0�D�U�N���<�R�X�U���&�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U�m�V���� 
                   for 

    Wednesday,  May 26th  
 Living Faith Baptist Church 
 

          Time: Noon 
 

                       

Page 3 MAY 2010 SUMC CELEBRANT                 

            

GARRISON KEILLOR           
ON METHODIST 

  You will know you are Methodist when:  
 

�,�W�n�V�����������G�H�J�U�H�H�V�����Z�L�W�K�����������K�X�P�L�G�L�W�\�����D�Q�G���\�R�X���� 
       still have coffee after the service. 
 

You hear something funny during the sermon 
and  smile as loudly as you can. 

 

Donuts are a line item in the church budget 
just like coffee. 

 

When you watch a Star Wars movie and they 
�V�D�\�����o�0�D�\���W�K�H���)�R�U�F�H���E�H���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���p���D�Q�G���\�R�X��
�U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�����o�D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X���p 

 

�$�Q�G���O�D�V�W�O�\�����\�R�X�n�O�O���N�Q�R�Z���\�R�X�n�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H��
presence of a Methodist, if it takes ten minutes 
to say good-bye! 

  
 

  NEW WELCOME TABLE FOR OUR VISITORS 
 
Have you noticed the new Welcome Table in the Fellowship Hall after the 8:15 service and              

before the 10:45 service?  Our visitors now can stop by and receive information about our church 
and our ministries (in addition to a smile and warm welcome!). 
 
 

 If you see a visitor worshipping with us, extend a warm             
welcome yourself and invite them to our Welcome Table.  
If you feel God is calling you to share your gift of hospitality,                         

            let me know!   
 

Deb Forren, Evangelism/Hospitality Team Leader 
Mobil 899-2114 

Dw-4n@casscomm.com 

 

  VBS 2010                    

Attention all you landlubbers:                              

This summer itôs time to head to the BEACH!!   

The theme of this yearôs VBS is  ñBeach              

BE-attitudesò.    Through Bible stories, crafts, 

games, food, and worship  we will  be learning all about what God wants 

us to BE.  This year VBS will be held later in the summer and it will be 

held during the day:                                                              

  July 19-23rd from 8:30-11:00.                                                                           
Our plan is to have the 4th-5th grade Camp Sonshine children re-create  

this VBS the following week for  the children at Asbury Childrenôs            

Supper Hour in Springfield.  In order to do this, the CS children will be 

taking a large part in helping with crafts, Bible story drama, food,               

recreation, and worship BUT we still need a lot of help during the week 

that it is held at SUMC.  Adult and teen leadership is needed to help with 

registration, publicity, food, games, crafts,  group leaders, and                    

decorations.  In  addition we will be asking for donations of supplies  

from the congregation.   (Watch the Sunday bulletin) 

For the past few years we have provided all children who attend our VBS 

with a CD of music that was learned at VBS.  We have continually had 

positive responses from both children and parents about how much they 

enjoy taking this music home and how they continue to sing it for months 

to come.  Our mission project for the week of July 19th-23rd will be to 

collect money or donations to go towards purchasing CD players/

headphones/ batteries so that the children of Asbury  can  also be given 

this opportunity.  Providing them with these gifts will give them the           

ability to listen to our music and to continue Godôs message to these           

children for months to come.  

 
If you would like to help, please fill out the info below and either mail to the 

church: 2336 East Andrew Road  attn: Carmen or drop it in the offering 

plate on Sunday.  If you have any questions feel  free to contact                           

Carmen Arnberger or Melissa Roberts. 
 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

 

YES!!!  I would like to help in the following areas: 

 
    ___crafts         ___registration       ___small group leader     ___missions 

 

    ___food           ___recreation         ___night before VBS decorating party 

 

    ___publicity   ___ Worship/praise team   

  

    ___help with VBS at Asbury July 26-29th       

 

 

Name________________________________   age (if under 18)_______ 

 

Adress_____________________________________________________ 

 

Email_______________________________ 

phone__________________________ 

    

       CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

SHERMAN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

HAVE WATKIN PRODUCTS AND COOK BOOKS 

WITH RECIPES BY THE SUMC WOMEN  
 

     Watkins Product!                         Cook Books  

        

16 oz Vanilla  $15.00                        

Pepper   $  7.50     

Cinnamon  $  7.00        Cook Books     $  5.00 

 

Contact:  Illa Byron at 496-2210 or 

The Administrative Assistantôs office at 496-2338 ext. 5 

 


