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   CHURCH STAFF 
 

   Rev.  Mike Pennell,  Directing Pastor            
   Office:  496-2338 Home: 496-3258   
   Web:  www.shermanumc.org 
   E-Mail: mpennell@gcctv.com  
 

   Shirley Hopkins , Administrative Assistant 
   Church Phone:  496-2338 
   FAX:  496-2631 
   E-Mail:  shermanumc@gcctv.com  
 

   Danny Motta.  Dir. Youth & Contemporary Music 
   Phone: 496-2570 
   E-mail: mottafamily@casscomm.com 
 

   Melanie Pinter,  Director of Music 
   Email: grmekor78@gmail.com          
    

   Carmen Arnberger, SUM Director 
   Kidsô Place /Camp Sonshine     
   E-mail: carnbergerdirector@yahoo.com  
 
 

   Heather Hofferkamp,  Director Preschool        

   Mike Folder , Custodian  
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Weõre on the Web 

www.shermanumc.org  

«title» «First Name» «Last Name»  

«In Care of» 

«Address» 

«City», «State/Province»  «ZIP/Postal Code» 
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CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  

A Banner Year  

for The Upper Room  

n 2010 The Upper Room daily devotional guide marks two milestones: 1 billion copies printed and 75 years of 

dynamic ministry. The magazine began during the Great Depression to encourage people spiritually. Now it's read 

daily by more than 2.5 million people, distributed in over 100 countries, and translated into 40 languages. Here's 

what some of our readers say: 

I experienced 3 roadside 

bombs in Iraq and the bombing of 

the Mosul dining facility. The 

Upper Room has been crucial in 

raising the morale of soldiers in 

my unit, and it is essential in   

my  ministry  as  an   Army 

chaplain. Thank you for sending 

them to us. ...... <% 

ðEddie Barnett 

We Invite Your Church to Celebrate with Us! 
hurches have always been a vital part of The Upper Room. You are our authors, readers, and generous donors who 

underwrite the expense of distributing copies of the devotional guide to troops, prisoners, and chaplains. 

We hope you'll take a few minutes during your worship service on November 7 to celebrate with us. Why 

November 7? Because that's the first Sunday of the November/December issueðand that issue marks 1 

billion copies of the magazine. 

We've done all the work for youðwe created a Church Celebration Kit. It provides everything from a 

4-minute video (also available on DVD) to a bulletin. Go to 

www.upperroom.org/75  
(Click on the Church tab.) 

Celebrate with us on November 7! 

I 

 

My sister and I are close in 

heart but not in miles. Each day as 

I read The Upper Room, I know 

she is reading the same scripture 

and meditation,  and praying some 

of the same prayers I am uttering 

to God. This time of "communion 

of the saints" is a gift from God to 

us. 

ðHarriet Outlaw 

Fairhope, Alabama 

C 

you 

are The 

 



GIFT  CARDS =  6  
 

RULERS =  22 rulers    
 6 wood & 16 plastic 

 

ERASERS = 17 pkg.                              
 1 box 24 pencil w/eraser- top,     

5pkg.-  40, 3- 6pks large,        
& 8- 2pkg.  
 

GLUE STICKS = 19 pkg.      
1pkg.- 6,  18- 2pkg.     
 

GLUE = 1      
4 OZ bottle      
 

BACK PACKS = 2    
 

CALCULATORS = 10     
7 ăhand held, & 3- large 
 

MECHANICAL PENCILS = 12 pkg. 
6- 10pkgs,  1- 20 pkg., 
3- 10pkg, 2- 5 pkg.,  
 

  

LESSIE BATES DAVIS 
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
 

Requested  
Gift cards (no Preference) 
Rulers 
Erasers (pencil top or  
large pink erasers) 
Glue sticks 
Back packs  
Calculators (package says            

Inexpensive scientific) 
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                ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

  

        FROM THE PASTOR 

Witness to Christian Marriage: 

Scramble 
By Pastor Mike Pennell 

(For a wedding several years ago.  Names omitted.) 

 

To all partners in marriage: 

 I am led to compare marriage today to a                  

particular kind of golf game called Scramble.  For 

those who donôt know, óscrambleô is when you play 

as a team rather than individuals.  Each player hits 

the ball, but only the best one is counted on the team 

score.   And so you can end  up with a much better 

score than if you played alone.  In scramble you help 

one another rather than compete. 

      Marriage is like this too.  It is a relationship  

where husband and wife work together in a special 

kind of love for the sake of a common happiness and                    

fulfillment.  Teamwork and cooperation are what itôs            

all about.  

      Because you are two individuals you will always 

have unique tastes and opinions about many things.           

And your feelings will not always coincide.  On 

many days you will be leaving home to follow             

different schedules and paths to work.  In todayôs 

world it is a  challenge to stay together on the             

fairway.   It takes a strong commitment and willing-

ness to give and take in order to live for what is best 

for both. 

      This is why the scripture speaks of love that is              

patient, kind, unselfish, and gentle as the sure            

foundation of human relationships.   These are the 

strokes that will keep you in bounds so that you can 

reach your dreams and goals without becoming lost 

in the rough places   along the way.   

      As patience and kindness are strokes that keep           

your love in bounds, there are slices and hooks that 

can land you out of bounds.  Like jealousy, insisting 

on your own way no matter what, being irritable, 

boasting or making fun of one another. 

      When these things happen as they do for every-

one, you need to remember a very important rule.  

And that is in marriage, unlike golf, mulligans are 

always allowed.  ñI didnôt mean to get angry and say 

that,ò one will say.  ñCan I try again?ò                            

 

 

And a loving spouse will respond, ñSure, I                  

forgive.  Letôs both try this over again.   

          And so when you slice or hook one into the 

rough,  donôt despair.  Donôt give up.  Mulligans         

represent  the kind of love that ñbears all things,         

believes all things, hopes all things, and endures  

all things.  The love that  never ends. 

 Finally in spite of your own best efforts there 

are still obstacles and bunkers in life that are      

unavoidable and we never control entirely.  Like 

sickness, economic uncertainties, sorrows,             

accidents.  In these times we need help from             

beyond yourselves.   

      And so stay in touch with God.  Remember 

God laid out the course, made the rules and knows 

where all the bunkers are.  Listen for God.  For 

God is the Coach, who, if we let him, will give 

wisdom, strength and hope to overcome the              

obstacles.  God wants you to reach the 18th green.  

And so keep in touch with God in your spirits and 

be in fellowship with others who are playing on 

the course with you.    

       In this spirit we give thanks for the love that 

you have discovered in one another and that has 

led you to this moment to bind your lives together 

as one.   May God bless you with all grace and 

power in believing that you may reach many 

greens of happiness and joy through all the years 

to come.  Amen. 
 

Note from Pastor:  I wrote this several years ago for the wedding 

of a couple in another church.  I reprint it here as a guide for           

marriage partners now both new and old. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Mike 
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  SCHOOL SUPPLIES  
 

Thank you to the Sherman Methodist                        

Congregation for purchasing supplies for the two 

mission projects that we sponsor here in Illinois. 
 

A list of items we have received will be in the            

Sunday Bulletin and it is not too late to add more 

supplies to give to children.  We could use                

back-packs & gift cards.  Thanks UMW 
 
 

              SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR 
 

 
 

   CUNNINGHAM 
 V[\_WeXaĈf  [b`X  
   

 Requested  
 Gift cards (no Preference)  
 mechanical pencils & refills  
 dry erase markers  
 calculators (package says  
      inexpensive scientific) 

 
  

                                                                                             
                                                                                   

DONATED SCHOOL SUPPLIES RECEIVED 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

           

 Mothers IN Love  

+ Fathers IN Love =  
FAMILIES IN LOVE  

                                        
YOUR KIDS WILL THANK YOU                   

FOR GOING ON A  MARRIAGE                        

ENCOUNTER WEEKEND!  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is 44 hours where 

married couples can get away from jobs, kids, 

chores, and phones-and focus only on each other. If 

you'd like greater depth, growth, and enrichment in 

your relationship, you'll like the difference a World-

wide Marriage Encounter weekend can make! Here's 

information about  the next weekend!  
 

Oct 15-17, 2010 - Vandalia, IL 

Nov 5-7, 2010 - Burr Ridge, IL 

 To register visit www.ilencounter.org 

For more information contact: 

Jack & Yvonne Hall  (309) 965-2343 

         yvonne@hallsponderosa.com 
 
 

A weekend of discovery. .. a lifetime of love 

 

 

  

 

 
    Inside this issue:  

DRY ERASE MARKERS = 8 
    1- dry set w/eraser, 
    2- 4pkg jumbo,  

4- 4pkg regular,  
    1- 4pkg small  

 
 

  
  

 

From Audrey & Kim Fuiten                                                           
                                                                               

We would like to thank everyone for the scholarship 
money that helped send us to ñMy Shepherd and Meò 

East Bay Church camp.  We had such a wonderful 
time and met many new friends in Christ.  Audrey is 

very excited about sharing our experience and hope to 
bring many others with us next year when we return.                                                                                                   

It was truly amazing! 

http://www.ilencounter.org/
mailto:yvonne@hallsponderosa.com


 

 

 

Greetings to all in Christ! 

 

Back to school, and back to Youth Group!  I cannot 

wait  to get back to worshiping, goofing off, snacking, 

and  growing closer to Jesus Christ with each of you 

this fall!  Bring friends, relatives, enemies, and any 

other Jr. or Sr. High folks you know who need to grow 

closer to Jesus.  (And thatôs everyone by the way) 

 

If you want to join the Youth Praise band, please let 

me know.  It is not a closed group, but open to anyone 

with a desire to praise Jesus Christ with us.  We         

practice 1st and 3rd Sunday afternoons before Youth 

Group at 5:15pm. 

 

I would like to offer a Youth Drama Team again this 

year.  I need to know how many of you are willing to 

commit to rehearsing and memorizing lines.  If we are 

going to have  a Drama Team, it needs to be a high 

level priority for ALL involved.  IF you are willing to 

commit at this level,  practices will be 2nd and 4th           

Sundays at 5:15pm. 

 

See You at the Pole is coming right up.  Wednesday,          

September 22nd thousands of youth across 27 countries  

will gather around the flag poles of their schools to lift 

them up to the Lord in prayer.  Letôs Join Them!!!             

7AM for Sr. High and 7:30AM for Jr. High, come and       

take a stand for Jesus at your school with me and the  

Youth Group. 

 

Please mark the Fall Chicken Dinner (October 9th) on        

your calendars.  We need everyone to turn out to help.  

You always do such a fine job.  I am sure this year will          

be another huge success. 

 
 
In His service, 

Danny Motta 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Important Youth Activities  
and Dates:  

 
 

        September 5th:  Youth Group is back!   

  6-7:30, open gym till 8pm, \ 

  every Sunday evening.  

 September 22nd:  See You at the Pole!   

  Sr. High 7am; Jr. High 7:30am  

 October 9th:  Fall Chicken Dinner  

  4:30-7pm October 22-24:   

 Ignition Retreat and Mini Mission  

  Trip/Lockin 
 
 

 

         Youth Moto:   ñto help as many Jr. and Sr. High 

    youth as possible come to a saving faith in                 

   Jesus Christ.ò   

 

 From the Director of Youth and Family Ministryå. 
  
 

Installation of new District 
Superintendent ï Sept. 19 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  A service to celebrate  

The Rev. Terry P. Harter  

 as District Superintendent for the                 

Sangamon River District, Illinois               

Great Rivers Conference will be held 

on September 19 at 3:30 pm at the               

Decatur First United  Methodist Church, 

201 West North St., Decatur. 

 

All Clergy and laity are invited to attend 
and welcome Rev. Harter and his wife, 

Martha.  Choirs from both Decatur First 

and Champaign First will share musical  

selections with us.  Following the                

Covenant Service the Signs of the District 

Superintendency will be  presented to   

Rev. Harter.   
 

 Bishop Gregory V. Palmer will preach      
 following this presentation. 

 

A reception will follow the service. 
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 CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

  

ANNUAL CHURCH  
CONFERENCE SET ï SEPT. 23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Sherman UMC annual Church              

Conference is set for Thursday, Sept. 23              

@ 7:00 p.m.  The Superintendent for the              

Sangamon District will lead the meeting.  

This will be a Church conference  which 

means that anyone who is a member of           

that church may attend and vote.                   

(There is no absentee voting at Church                    

or Charge Conferences.)  The members             

present and  voting at any duly announced 

Church/Charge conference shall constitute         

a quorum according to The 2008 Book of 

Discipline 246.6   

  

In addition to receiving reports from 

committees, accepting apportionments,           

and electing the official  roster of the            

church for 2011, the Church Conference              

is also a vital link with the larger United 

Methodist Church family.  It the prime              

avenue for congregations and District                

Superintendents to become better                      

acquainted.  This year all members are              

encouraged to attend the SUMC Church  

Conference and meet our new Sangamon 

River District Superintendent, Rev. Terry 

Harter who will lead the meeting. 



Dan and Shirley Lilly      522-6492(H)      494-8250(C) 
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SHERMAN UNITED METHODIST MEN  

    HAVE PECANS FOR SALE 
 

  *Fancy Halves - $8.00 

    Pecan Carmel Clusters    Youôll love them! 

 *Also Dark Chocolate - Chocolate Covered -  Cinnamon Glazed - Glazed 
 

 

 

                       Contact:  Cary Franks or Illa Byron for orders 

                              For Orders Contact:   

  Cary Franks @ 496-2697 or Illa Byron at 496-2210   

 Contact Ministriesô shelter is in urgent and constant need of the following items: 
 

         Towels 
         Wash cloths 

         Twin sheet sets 

         Diapers (size 3,4, and 5) 

         Baby wash 

         Pillows 

       CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

SHERMAN UNITED METHODIST  

WOMEN HAVE WATKINS                

PRODUCTS AND COOK BOOKS 

WITH RECIPES  

BY THE SUMC WOMEN  

 

 Watkins Products                 Cook Books  

       COMMUNITY/CHURCH  ANNOUNCEMENTS  

16 oz Vanilla $15.00              Cook Books     $  5.00 

Pepper  $  7.50     

Cinnamon $  7.00         
 

Contact:  Illa Byron at 496-2210  

or 

The Administrative Assistantôs office  

at 496-2338 ext. 5 

 September Pairs & Spares 
 

We had a very nice group that went 
to a play at New Salem for our         
second meeting of Pairs of Spares.  
For those of you that missed the 
article in the July issue, Pairs and 
Spares was a monthly social activity 
that the adults in our church               
enjoyed in years past and we are 
trying to revive it.  We are            

inviting all adults both single and married to join us for 
our August outing. 
 

On Saturday, September 18, we will be going to the Twin 
Grove Wind Farm in Ellsworth, Illinois.  Wind farms are 
popping up all over central Illinois and this will be a 
good opportunity to gain much information about wind 
energy and ask our pertinent questions.  A tour of their 
operation at the farm will begin at 2:00 pm.  I was             
advised that there would be little walking, so it wouldnõt 
be a difficult tour for anyone.  We will stop for dinner at 
Avantiõs in Bloomington for dinner afterwards. 
 

We will meet at the church for carpooling to the farm at 
11:30 am. 
 

I hope that many people will join us this month for this 
lovely day. Our guide will be coming in on Saturday just 
to accommodate us, so we would love to have a large 
number of people, so that she feels it is worth her time.   
We will need to have at least ten people to do the tour, 
but so far this number has not been a problem.  I will be 
turning in a final total by September 14  to tell our hosts.  
     

      
     The worship offering each week supports all the ministries of the 
church �²  basic expenses for the building (utilities, insurance, upkeep), 
supplies for office administration, curriculum for Sunday School, music 
for the choir, programs for Congregational Care, Evangelism, worship, 
Kids Place, Camp Sonshine, Preschool, Youth ministries and church 
staff.  Thanks to your support the ministry of Sherman UMC  to care for 
the needs of children, youth and adults of all ages and serve Christ in 
the community remains constant and vibrant.   
      
     When the General Fund balance drops too low it puts everything the 

church is doing at risk.  Recently the Finance Committee asked everyone to do what 
they could to help bring the General Fund back up to $15,000 by considering one or 
more of the following:   

 

1) pray about their stewardship to God  through the church and seek  God's leading.    
2) If behind on your annual pledge, please consider bringing up to date asap.    
3) If circumstances permit, please consider increasing  your    
   pledge to the church.  

 
Even small increases per week can make a big                    

difference when everyone is focused on the same goal.        
We thank everyone for  your past  support and for your               
continuing support to help Sherman UMC be a faithful                 
servant of God's mission through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 
 

  

If you feel lead to donate any of these items, you can drop them off at 

1100 E. Adams St., Springfield, IL . 

 

If you have any questions, call 217-753-3939  

and ask for Cindy or Tonya. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP OF GOD'S BLESSINGS 

Building Project Update: 
 

The SUMC Building Committee sent out a Call for Proposal to seven Central Illinois architectural firms on August 

16th.  Architectural firms that were contacted include:  P.J. Hoerr, Inc., BLDD Architects, Inc., Graham & Hyde  

Architects, Inc., Steckel-Parker Architects, Inc., Melotte-Morse-Leonatti Parker & Gorski Reifsteck Architects.    

Representatives from interested firms were invited to a Pre-Bid Meeting held on August 31st at 7:00 pm.  The         

Building Committee gave these representatives a tour of the church and grounds and explained the Request for         

Proposal.  Each firm was given the chance to ask questions.  Interested firms have been asked to submit their                  

proposals by September 15th.  Please pray that Godôs will be done during these early stages of SUMCôs Building Program. 

OUR STEWARDSHIP OF GOD'S BLESSINGS 


